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CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 

State  Lunatic  Asylum,  \ 

Auburn,  1ST.  Y.,  September  30,  1877.  f 

To  the  Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury,  Superintendent  of  State  Prisons  : 

Dear  Sir.  — I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  my  report  as  chap- 
lain of  this  institution. 

I  entered  upon  my  duties  on  the  first  day  of  last  April,  by  your 
appointment,  hence,  as  you  will  see,  one-half  of  the  fiscal  year  had 
passed  under  the  charge  of  my  predecessor.  I  confess  I  did  not  feel 
the  embarrassment  that  a  stranger  would  naturally  feel,  I  having 
served  in  this  position  for  several  years  before. 

The  religious  services  are  held  Sabbath  afternoons,  between  one  and 
two  o'clock,  and  are  conducted  according  to  the  ordinary  custom  of 
religious  assemblies,  only,  as  may  well  be  understood,  our  services 
are  brief. 

Somewhere  from  fifty  to  seventy  generally  attend,  and  though 
their  mental  faculties  are  out  of  tune,  and  out  of  order,  most  of  thera 
manifest  great  interest  in  the  exercises.  Broken  down  as  they  are, 
they  join  in  singing  the  songs  of  Zion,  and  give  marked  attention  to 
what  we  say  to  them.  The  most  perfect  order  prevails  in  the  chapel, 
and  throughout  the  institution.  The  marked  devotion  to  his  work, 
and  the  remarkable  skill  manifested  by  Dr.  C.  F.  MacDonald,  the 
worthy  superintendent,  point  to  him  as  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place. 

To  take  this  mass  of  warring  elements  and  restrain,  control,  guide 
and  subdue  them  to  the  order  we  see,  as  when  brought  together  in 
the  chapel,  is  no  small  task.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  commend- 
ation of  his  management  of  this  asylum.  It  is  an  institution  worthy 
of  our  high  Christian  civilization.  The  whole  thing  is  so  well  con- 
ducted we  are  not  called  upon  to  make  any  suggestions.  We  can 
only  say^of  its  management  "  "Well  done." 

Most  truly  yours. 

WM.  SEARLS, 

Chaplain. 
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To  the  Legislature : 

The  Superintendent  of  State  Prisons,  in  compliance  with 
law,  herewith  presents  to  the  Legislature  his  Annual  Report, 
for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1878. 

Very  respectfully, 

LOUIS  D.  PILSBURY, 

Superintendent  of  State  Prisons. 


REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  30,  1878. 


The  following  statement  exhibits  the  expenditures  and  earnings  of 
each  of  the  state  prisons  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30th, 
1878: 

Expenditures.  Earnings.  Deficiencies. 

Clinton $103,167  57        $26,139  9:?        $77,027  64 

Auburn 150,820  42         116,64118  34,179  24 

Surplus. 
SingSing 175,61177         219,018  20  43,406  43 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  daily  average  number  of  prisoners 
and  cost  of  maintenance  per  man  for  the  same  period : 


Clinton  . . , 
Auburn. . 
Sing  Sing 


Average 
number. 

Average  cost. 
Cts.  Mills. 

615 
1,332 
1,629 

45           5 

31 

28          3 

By  this  statement,  it  appears  that  the  aggregate  deficiency  of  all  the 
state  prisons  for  the  first  complete  fiscal  year  of  my  administration 
amounts  to  $67,800.45.  The  total  deficiency  for  the  last  seven  months 
of  the  previous  fiscal  year,  during  which  I  had  charge,  amounted  to 
$101,352.54,  and  for  the  first  five  months  under  control  of  the  board  of 
inspectors  to  $216,058.52,  making  a  total  deficiency  of  $317,411.06. 
The  reduction  in  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  prisons  daring  the  past 
year,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  amounted  to  $249,610.61. 
The  expenditures  for  the  last  seventeen  months,  under  the  former  system, 
amounted  to  $1,149,303.39,  and  the  earnings  to  $328,204.34.  The  ex- 
penditures for  the  first  nineteen  months,  under  the  present  system, 
amounted  to  $749,098.39,  and  the  earnings  to  $579,945.40.  Contrasting 
the  periods  named,  it  thus  appears  that  the  aggregate  ^reduction  in  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  prisons  amounted  to  $651,946.06.  In  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  maintenance  of  the  prisons  had,  during  ten  years  pre- 
vious to  1 875,  imposed  a  burthen  upon  the  people  of  the  state  amounting 
to  $4,992,207.19,  averaging  nearly  half  a  million  dollars  annually  raised 
by  taxation  and  withdrawn  from  the  state  treasury,  the  financial  re- 
sults thus  far  attained,  since  the  inauguration  of  the  new  system, 
demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  the  legislation  by  which  that  change  was 
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effected,  and  afford  reasonable  ground  for  the  hope  that  the  prisons  will 
soon  not  only  cease  to  be  a  burthen  upon  the  people,  but  become  an 
actual  source  of  revenue. 

Sing-  Sing. 

For  the  first  time,  I  believe,  in  the  history  of  any  of  the  state  prisons, 
the  earnings  of  this  prison  are  in  excess  of  its  expenditures.  The  defi- 
ciency for  1877  was  $125,879.04,  while  for  1878  the  surplus  was'' 
$43,406.43,  showing  an  aggregate  gain  of  $169,285.47.  In  addition  to 
this  highly  favorable  statement,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  a  large 
amount  of  work  has  been  performed  by  the  convicts  in  the  improvement 
of  the  prison  buildings  and  grounds,  which,  if  paid  for  at  the  usual  rates, 
would  have  amounted  to  a  considerable  sum.  I  take  great  pleasure  in 
stating  that  this  result  has  not  been  attained  by  overworking  the  pris- 
oners; but,  on  the  contrary,  while  every  able-bodied  man  has  been 
required  to  do  a  reasonable  day's  labor,  there  has  been  a  marked  im- 
provement in  their  moral  and  physical  condition,  as  contrasted  with  the 
fruits  of  idleness,  unregulated  intercourse,  and  general  lack  of  discipline 
which  formerly  characterized  this  institution.  The  increase  of  indus- 
tries which  extended  the  opportunities  for  the  profitable  employment  of 
their  labor  is  one  of  the  principal  causes  to  which  I  attribute  the  benefi- 
cent results  attained.  My  efforts  to  accomplish  these  results  have  been 
ably  seconded  by  Warden  Davis,  who  has  practised  the  utmost  economy 
in  his  financial  administration,  and  has  fully  maintained  the  standard 
of  discipline  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  records  show  that  the  amount 
of  punishment  has  been  decreased. 

The  average  number  of  men  employed  under  contract  during  the  year 
was  1,410.  Of  these  the  labor  of  965  was  let  to  one  firm,  300  to  another, 
and  145  were  employed  in  the  state  laundry.  All  of  the  remainder,  not 
incapacitated  by  sickness,  have  been  kept  at  other  work  with  profit  to 
the  state. 

The  completion  of  the  wall,  for  which  an  appropriation  was  made  by 
the  Legislature,  has  contributed  materially  to  reduce  expenses  by  les- 
sening the  number  of  guards  required  to  prevent  escapes.  A  still  further 
reduction  will  result  from  the  erection  of  an  iron  fence  along  the  water 
front,  which  I  consider  necessary  in  order  to  render  the  prison  secure. 

The  old  dock  having  partly  rotted  away,  and  a  portion  of  it  having 
been  carried  off  by  the  action  of  the  water  last  summer,  the  building  of 
a  new  dock  was  commenced  in  October  last,  and  is  now  in  process  of  con- 
struction. Its  completion  will  provide,  for  the  first  time,  a  safe  harbor 
for  boats,  of  which  a  large  number  are  employed,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  industries  at  the  prison,  in  carrying  freights  for  the  contractors 
and  the  state. 

The  now  water  works  render  the  state  property  almost  secure  against 
fire,  and  furnish  an  abundant  supply  for  the  use  of  the  prison.     In  my 
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last  report,  I  stated  that  the  lime  works  had  been  abandoned,  experience 
having  satisfactorily  demonstrated  that  the  attempt  to  work  them  with 
profit  was  a  failure.  They  have  since  been  leased  at  an  annual  rental 
of  $4,000,  and  the  men  who  formerly  idled  their  time  under  pretence  of 
labor  in  the  quarries  have  since  been  engaged  in  work  that  has  more 
than  paid  the  state  for  the  cost  of  their  maintenance. 

Auburn. 
It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  be  able  to  state  that  this  prison 
has  substantially  reached  a  paying  basis.  The  deficiency  for  the  fiscal 
year  amounted  to  $84,179.24,  while  that  for  the  previous  year  amounted 
to  $95,886.88.  This  saving  of  $61,707.64  is  mainly  the  result  of  the 
contracts  for  labor  at  increased  rates  of  compensation.  These  did  not, 
however,  take  effect  until  the  1st  of  May  last,  since  when  the  earnings 
fell  short  of  the  expenditures  only  $1,600.  Since  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  the  monthly  earnings  show  a  small  balance  over  the  expenditures ; 
and,  unless  events  now  unforeseen  should  occur,  I  have  every  reason  to 
hope  that  this  prison  will  hereafter  continue  to  maintain  itself,  if  not  to 
contribute  materially  to  the  revenues  of  the  state.  Every  man  fit  to 
work  has  been  kept  employed,  and  those  not  required  in  the  shops  have 
been  used  in  repairing  the  buildings,  walls,  drains,  etc.,  in  improving 
the  grounds,  and  otherwise  contributing  to  the  value  of  the  property 
and  to  the  improvement  of  its  sanitary  condition.  This  prison  is  not  so 
favorably  located  as  Sing  Sing  for  shipments  of  stock  and  finished  work, 
and,  as  the  demand  for  contract  labor  is  less,  there  is  a  larger  proportion 
of  men  not  thus  employed.  But  the  improvement  in  the  discipline  of 
the  prison  and  in  the  condition  of  the  men,  resulting  from  the  reforms 
noted  in  my  last  report,  has  created  an  increased  demand  for  their  labor, 
and  the  contractors  are  now  better  satisfied  to  employ  them,  even  at  the 
increased  rate  of  compensation. 

Clinton. 

In  consequence  of  adopting  the  policy  of  transferring  the  able-bodied 
prisoners  from  Clinton  to  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  where  their  labor  can 
be  more  profitably  employed,  and  of  abandoning  the  manufacture  of 
iron  and  nails,  large  amounts  of  which  were  formerly  sold,  and  very  few 
remaining  on  hand  for  sale  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  the  receipts 
have  been  materially  curtailed ;  but  the  expenditures  have,  at  the  same 
time,  been  reduced  in  a  far  greater  proportion,  and  a  large  aggregate 
saving,  as  compared  with  former  years,  has  been  effected.  This  saving 
amounts  to  $18,617.50,  as  compared  with  1877,  and  $153,176.14,  as  com- 
pared with  1876.  The  isolated  situation  of  this  prison,  and  the  expense 
of  transporting  raw  material  and  finished  work  to  and  from  the  great 
commercial  centers,  have  heretofore  prevented  it  from  becoming  self- 
supporting.     But  this  difficulty  has  been  obviated,  in  part,  by  the  con- 
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struction  of  the  railroad  between  Plattsburgh  and  Dannemora ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  this  work,  a  contract  was  entered  into  in  March  last  for 
the  labor  of  450  men  in  the  manufacture  of  fur  hats.  This  contract  did 
not  go  into  effect  until  June  last,  and  its  effect  upon  the  finances  of  the 
institution  was  felt  only  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  fiscal  year. 
It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that,  with  the  revival  of  business,  the  deficiency 
will  be  materially  reduced  during  the  present  year,  and  that  the  time 
will  soon  arrive  when  the  earnings  will  at  least  equal  the  expenditures. 
The  shop  formerly  used  as  a  shoe  shop  has  been  removed  to  a  convenient 
location  and  entirely  refitted,  and  is  now  used,  in  connection  with  the 
old  forge  buildings,  by  Messrs.  Carroll  &  Co.,  the  contractors  above 
referred  to.  The  yard  has  been  graded,  the  new  reservoir  completed, 
and  a  high  fence  erected,  rendering  the  prison  much  more  secure. 
Nearly  all  of  the  labor  connected  with  the  improvements  has  been  per- 
formed by  the  convicts. 

The  report  of  the  physician  refers  to  the  elevated  location,  the  good 
drainage,  the  pure  air,  the  generous  diet  and  the  judicious  employment 
of  the  prisoners,  as  causes  for  their  remarkable  exemption  from  acute, 
epidemic  and  zymotic  diseases.  These  conditions  have  also  lessened 
or  arrested  the  progress  of  chronic  diseases,  especially  those  of  a  pul- 
monary character.  These  considerations  furnish  an  additional  reason 
for  continuing  the  policy  of  transferring  infirm  prisoners  from  Auburn 
and  Sing  Sing. 

The  constantly  increasing  number  of  convicts  which  now  crowd  our 
state  prisons  makes  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact,  and  to  recommend  that  some  provision  be  made  to  provide  addi- 
tional prison  room.  Besides  the  large  number  of  convicts  now  held  in 
our  three  prisons,  nearly  800  felons  are  confined  in  the  different  county 
penitentiaries,  where  they  are  supported  by  the  state.  The  proposed 
increase  can  be  accomplished  either  by  erecting  a  new  prison,  or  by 
enlarging  one  of  the  present  prisons.  Although  the  question  of  build- 
ing a  new  prison  has  been  agitated  for  several  years,  nothing  has  yet 
been  accomplished  ;  but  the  fact  that  public  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  subject,  as  well  as  the  question  of  economy,  have  led  me  to  con- 
sider the  feasibility  of  enlarging  one  of  the  present  prisons.  At  Sing 
Sing  and  Auburn  the  buildings  are  so  located  that  they  could  not  be 
increased  in  size  without  serious  inconvenience  in  their  management, 
as,  in  my  judgment,  they  have  now  a  capacity  as  large  as  can  be  sus- 
tained with  a  proper  regard  to  economy. 

An  important  consideration  in  favor  of  the  enlargement  of  this  prison 
to  a  capacity  of  1,500  convicts  is  the  fact  that,  by  such  enlargement, 
sufficient  room  can  be  made  for  all  the  convicts  in  the  state  at  a  much 
less  expense  than  by  the  erection  of  a  new  prison  of  the  required 
capacity,  and  that  the  same  warden  and  staff  now  required  for  the  care 
of  b'00  convicts  would  be  sufficient   for  the  enlarged  prison.     In  my 
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opinion,  with  all  the  facilities  which  the  state  has  at  the  Clinton  prison 
for  the  economical  construction  of  the  additional  buildings  required, 
that  prison  can  be  enlarged  to  a  capacity  of  1,500  convicts,  including 
he  necessary  shops  for  their  employment,  for  the  sum  of  §200,000 ; 
while  it  would  cost  to  build  a  new  prison,  large  enough  to  hold  800,  at 
least  §500,000,  and  perhaps  more  than  the  latter  sum,  thus  saving  to  the 
state  at  least  §300,000  in  the  cost  of  construction,  besides  at  least  §20,000 
annually  in  salaries  of  officers  and  guards.  I  am  also  of  the  opinion 
that  a  large  prison,  holding  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  convicts,  can 
be  operated  at  a  less  expense  per  convict  than  one  holding  from  six  to 
eight  hundred. 

Plattsburgh  and  Dannemora  Railroad. 

I  have  constructed  a  railroad  from  Plattsburgh  to  Dannemora,  under 
the  authority  conferred  upon  me  by  chapter  148  of  the  Laws  of  1878, 
and  designated  it  the  "  Plattsburgh  and  Dannemora  Railroad." 
-  Immediately  upon  the  passage  of  the  act  above  referred  to,  I  caused 
surveys  to  be  made,  in  order  to  determine  the  best  route  for  the  road, 
and  had  careful  estimates  prepared  of  the  cost  of  its  construction. 
These  estimates  convinced  me  that  the  road  proper  could  be  built  for 
the  sum  of  §80,000,  provided  by  said  act,  and  1  at  once  took  measures 
to  put  the  work  under  way,  and  advertised  for  bids  for  its  construction. 
On  the  24th  of  June  last  I  made  a  contract  with  John  O'Brien,  of  Rhine- 
beck,  N.  Y.,  by  which  he  agreed  to  grade  the  roadway,  build  all  bridges 
and  trestles,  furnish  and  lay  the  ties  and  iron,  for  the  sum  of  §73,000, 
he  being  the  lowest  bidder  for  the  work.  In  addition  to  this  sum  I  fur- 
nished, as  agreed,,  a  number  of  convicts,  who  graded  about  two  miles 
of  the  roadway  nearest  to  Dannemora.  After  setting  aside  an  amount 
sufficient  to  meet  this  contract,  I  had  left  the  sum  of  §7,000  of  the 
amount  appropriated,  with  which  to  pay  for  engineering,  right  of  way, 
and  other  contingent  expenses  connected  with  the  construction  of  the 
road,  and  which  I  estimated  would,  with  contributions  for  right  of  way, 
be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  The  contract  with  Mr.  O'Brien  has  been 
fulfilled  by  him,  and  the  road  was  delivered  to  me  on  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  is  now  ready  for  operation.  The  act  of  1878  made  no  appropri- 
ation to  pay  for  fencing  the  line  of  the  road  or  building  stations,  or  for 
equipping  the  road  with  the  necessary  rolling  stock.  I  found  it  neces- 
sary to  build  fences  along  a  portion  of  the  line  to  protect  the  road-bed 
and  to  avoid  doing  damage  ;to  the  property  of  adjoining  owners,  for 
which  the  state  would  be  liable.  It  has  also  been  necessary  to  ballast 
the  road,  to  protect  it  and  put  it  in  a  safe  condition  for  operation  during 
the  present  winter.  The  road  has  been  constructed  under  the  super- 
vision of  .James  P.  Campbell,  an  experienced  railroad  engineer.  The 
length  of  the  road,  from  Plattsburgh  to  Dannemora,  is  17yio  miles, 
with  ;i  total  elevation  of  1,220  feet.     The  heaviest  grade  is  at  the  Dan- 
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nemora  end,  the  last  mile  of  which  is  154  feet.  These  grades  will  not 
interfere  with  the  capacity  of  the  road  for  business,  as  they  all  descend 
towards  the  lake  in  the  direction  of  the  heaviest  freight. 

The  gauge  of  the  road  is  three  feet  between  the  rails.  The  weight  of 
the  rail,  as  contracted  for  with  Mr.  O'Brien,  was  forty  pounds  per  yard, 
which  is  a  sufficiently  heavy  rail  for  ordinary  narrow  gauge  roads  ;  but 
after  the  contract  was  executed  and  the  work  under  it  commenced,  I 
found  that  a  large  quantity  of  good  iron,  which  had  been  but  little  used, 
and  which  averaged  about  seventy  pounds  to  the  yard,  could  be 
obtained,  and  I  therefore  made  an  arrangement  to  lay  the  track  with 
such  rail  at  an  additional  cost  of  one  thousand  dollars,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Legislature.  This  charge  I  considered  to  be  for  the 
interest'  of  the  state,  from  the  fact  that  much  heavy  freight  will  prob- 
ably be  carried  over  the  road,  and  the  additional  weight  of  rail  will  add 
to  its  safety  and  durability. 

Anticipating  that  this  road  might  be  constructed,  I  had,  in  the  contract 
which  I  made  with  Messrs.  Carroll  &  Co.,  for  the  employment  of  450  men 
for  twenty-five  cents  per  day  for  each  convict,  inserted  a  provision  that, 
upon  the  completion  of  a  railroad  from  Plattsburgh  to  Dannemora,  the 
price  should  be  increased  to  forty  cents  per  day  for  each  convict  so 
employed.  It  was,  therefore,  of  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  the 
state  that  the  road  should  be  completed  and  ready  for  operation  as  soon 
as  possible,  as  the  additional  amount  which  will  be  received  from 
Messrs.  Carroll  &  Co.,  under  their  contract,  will  be  more  than  sixty  dol- 
lars per  day.  For  this  reason,  I  have  pushed  the  work  to  completion  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  In  order  to  put  the  road  into  operation  and  con- 
tinue it,  provision  must  be  made  for  rolling  stock,  and  for  building 
stations  and  some  other  buildings  necessary  for  the  operation  of  the 
road  and  the  protection  of  its  property. 

1  have  made  an  arrangement  for  the  construction  of  such  rolling  stock 
as  I  have  thought  necessary  for  operating  the  road,  and  spme  of  it  has 
been  put  upon  the  road,  and  is  all  now  ready  for  use.  All  the  work 
done  and  provision  made,  outside  of  the  road  proper,  has  been  with  the 
understanding  that  I,  as  Superintendent  of  state  prisons,  could  not  and 
did  not  bind  the  state,  but  that  I  simply  authorized  the  several  parties 
to  perform  the  work,  or  furnish  the  materials  and  rolling  stock,  at  a  fair 
cash  price,  and  that  I  would  recommend  an  appropriation  by  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  same.  In  every  instance,  from  the  best  information  I 
could  obtain,  I  believe  the  property  furnished  and  work  done  has  been 
at  a  fair  cash  rate.  The  construction  and  equipment  of  the  road,  when 
completed  in  every  respect,  including  all  incidental  expenses,  will  not 
exceed  $9,000  per  mile,  which,  I  believe,  is  less  than  the  cost  of  any  other 
narrow  gauge  road  in  this  section  of  the  United  States. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Carlos  F.  McDonald,  medical  superintendent  of  the 
State  Asylum  for  Insane  Criminals,  is  filled  with  valuable  statistics  aud 


Superintendent  of  State  Prisons. 


11 


suggestions,  to  which  I  invite  attention.  The  record  of  the  labor  per- 
formed by  him  and  his  assistants  attests  the  high  professional  skill  and 
humanity  with  which  the  unfortunate  inmates  of  this  institution  are 
treated. 

I  also  invite  attention  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  the  wardens 
and  other  officers  of  the  prisons,  for  more  detailed  information  as  to 
their  financial  condition,  and  other  matters  of  interest.  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  valuable  assistance  of  those  officers  who 
have  faithfully  discharged  their  delicate  and  responsible  duties,  and 
have  afforded  me  such  efficient  co-operation  in  the  effort  to  perfect  our 
prison  system,  and  reduce  its 

In  conclusion  I  remark,  that  while  my  efforts  have  been  largely  directed 
to  financial  reform,  this  has  not  been  regarded  as  the  sole  object  to  be 
attained.  The  welfare  of  the  prisoners  has  not  been  overlooked.  There  has 
been  no  deterioration  in  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  food  and  clothing 
provided  for  them.  Religious  instruction  has  been  regularly  given  on 
every  Sunday,  besides  frequent  ministrations  at  the  cells.  Kindly  treat- 
ment is  not  inconsistent  with  strict  discipline,  and  no  uncalled-for  punish- 
ments are  permitted.  While  a  large  proportion  of  the  prisoners  will 
doubtless  continue  their  criminal  career  after  their  release,  instances  of 
reformation,  resulting  from  wholesome  moral  influences  in  the  prisons, 
are  not  rare,  and  efforts  to  decrease  the  number  of  the  permanently 
criminal  classes  will  not  be  abated.  Much,  doubtless,  remains  to  be 
done  in  the  way  of  efforts  to  solve  the  problem  of  the  reformation  of 
criminals,  especially  after  the  expiration  of  sentences;  but  without 
intending  to  reflect  upon  other  agencies,  so  far  as  life  within  the  prisons  is 
concerned,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  employment  of  convicts  at  labor  which 
enables  them  to  maintain  themselves,  is  one  of  the  most  important  fac- 
tors in  any  efforts  to  reclaim  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LOUIS  D.  PILSBURY. 

/Superintendent  of  State  Prisons. 
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AGENT  AND  WARDEN'S  REPORT. 

Sing  Sing  Prison,  October  1, 1878. 
Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury, 

Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Albany,  JV.  I'.  .* 

My  Dear  Sir — In  compliance  with  the  laws  of  State,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report,  and  submit  the  accompanying 
financial  and  statistical  tables,  etc.,  concerning  this  prison. 

By  your  kind  partiality  I  assumed  charge  here  March  1,  1878,  and, 
realizing  that  it  was  your  aim  to  relieve  the  State  from  the  burden  of 
supporting  its  criminal  population  in  idleness,  I  have  put  forth  my  best 
efforts  to  make  this — the  main  prison  of  the  State — self-supporting,  and 
if  possible  to  contribute  also  to  deficiencies  that  might  exist  at  the  other 
prisons  less  favorably  circumstanced. 

I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  that  our  efforts  have  been  successful 
i  beyond  my  expectations,  .as  our  net  earnings  for  the  year  are  over 
$43,000 ;  *of  which  amount  nearly  $35,000  were  gained  since  March  1, 
1878. 

Our  population  has  largely  increased  the  past  year,  and  shows  an 
average  of  1,629  against  1,456  in  1877. 

As  we  have  but  1,200  cells,  over  800  men  are  constantly  obliged  to 
share  with  one  of  their  fellows  the  room  originally  allotted  to  one  person. 

Every  able-bodied  man  is  and  has  been  regularly  employed,  either 
by  the  State  or  the  several  contractors.  The  average  number  of  men 
employed  on  contract  is  over  1,400,  distributed  as  follows: 

Laundry  (State) 145 

Bay  State  Shoe  and  Leather  Co 300 

Perry  &  Co.  (stoves) 965 

Leaving  about  200  convicts  for  State  work,  after  deducting  those  that 
are  sick,  aged  or  decrepit.  These  have  made  all  the  State  repairs,  and 
comprise  the  tailors,  bakers,  shop-waiters,  hall  and  mess-room  men, 
hospital  attendants,  etc. 

Each  convict  is  required  to  labor,  unless  the  physician  pronounces  him 
physically  disqualified;  and  all,  excepting  those  sick  in  the  hospital, 
receive  the  same  food. 

The  laundry  is  still  run  by  the  State  under  the  superintendence  of 
Mr.  Mali  any,  and  proves  to  be  a  profitable  industry,  its  net  earnings 
being  sixty  cents  per  man  per  diem. 

The  hat  contract  was  terminated  in  June  last  by  reason  of  a  special 
agreement,  with  Messrs.  Carroll  &  Co.  for  labor  at  Clinton  prison. 

About  that  time  evidence  came  to  my  knowledge  that  the  hat  con- 
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tractors  were  in  the  habit  of  making  payments  to  certain  men 
employed  by  them  upon  their  discharge  from  here  at  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  imprisonment.  Investigation  clearly  showed  that  these 
men  had  been  induced  by  promise  of  such  payment  to  do  an  extra 
amount  of  work  ;  this  labor  was  made  the  standard  which  less  favored 
convicts  were  forced  to  perform  by  their  keepers,  themselves  also  paid 
by  the  contractors,  although  this  system  had  been  abandoned  when  I 
came]here;  knowing  your  disapprobation  of  such  methods,  the  officers 
connected  with  the  hat  shops  were  dismissed. 

Previous  reports  having  shown  that  the  lime  works  had  not  been  run 
profitably  by  the  State  with  convict  labor,  they  were  early  in  the  spring 
leased  to  Mr.  Champlain  at  an  annual  rental  of  $4,000,  and  no  convicts 
have  since  been  employed  about  the  quarries  or  kilns. 

The  lands,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  acres  adjacent  to  the  prison 
reserved  for  pasturage  and  raising  of  vegetables,  were  also  leased  to 
Mr.  Champlain  until  January  1st,  1879,  for  $200.  It  appearing  that  the 
usual  products  of  the  land  had  failed  to  remunerate  the  State  for  the 
necessary  expense  of  guards,  &c,  together  with  the  cost  of  cultivation; 
besides,  the  labor  was  all  needed  within  the  walls. 

In  this  connection  I  would  recommend  that  the  more  distant  plots 
from  the  prison  owned  by  the  State,  not  wanted  for  quarrying  purposes, 
be  sold  whenever  a  favorable  opportunity  is  presented. 

During  the  past  season  a  new  line  of  eight  inch  water  mains  has 
been  laid  from  the  reservoir  to  all  parts  of  the  yard,  ten  new  hydrants 
set  at  most  convenient  points,  and  the  supply  culvert  and  reservoir 
thoroughly  overhauled,  cleaned  and  partially  rebuilt  entirely  by  con- 
vict labor.  In  addition  to  the  improvements  enumerated,  1,500  feet 
of  new  hose  has  been  purchased  and  paid  for,  all"  within  th>e  amount 
of  the  appropriation  for  this  purpose. 

We  are  now  enabled  to  throw  an  abundance  of  water  upon  the  high- 
est structures  in  the  yard,  and  feel  comparatively  safe  from  fire. 

The  library  room  and  many  other  buildings  have  been  improved  and 
repaired  without  expense  to  the  State  for  labor,  which  if  aggregated  at 
the  price  paid  by  contractors  would  amount  to  a  large  sum. 

In  transforming  Sing  Sing  prison  from  a  sort  of  idle  camp  into  a 
great  industrial  reformatory,  as  it  is  to-day,  a  vast  amount  of  energy 
and  perseverance  has  been  required. 

For  with  all  the  endeavors  to  achieve  financial  success*ihe  welfare  of 
the  unfortunate  prisoners  has  not  been  overlooked.  Their  treatment 
has  been  kind  and  humane.  Cruelty  and  petty  tyranny,  on  the  part  of 
the  officers,  has  not  been  allowed,  and,  while  a  degree  of  discipline  has 
been  maintained  consistent  with  the  character  and  amount  of  labor 
demanded,  an  earnest  effort  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  manage- 
ment to  improve  the  condition  of  the  convicts,  and  turn  them  out  upon 
the  world  better  adapted  to  earn  an  honest  living. 

Earnings  increased  from  $60,000  a  few  years  since  to  about  $220,000 
per  annum,  at  the  present  time  represent  a  large  amount  of  labor  per- 
formed by  unwilling  and  unpaid  hands  ;  but  this  has  been  accomplished, 
and  the  records  of  the  prison  show  that  the  amount  of  punishment 
inflicted  has  diminished  rather  than  increased.  Too  much  credit  cannot 
be  given  to  the  officers  associated  with  me  here  for  these  results.  Espe- 
cially to  principal  keeper  Biglin,  who  has  had  the  immediate  charge  of 
the  discipline  and  labor  departments.  Uniformly  firm,  cool  and  vigil- 
ant, the  State   has  nowhere  a  more  faithful  employee,  and   could  well 
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afford  to  make  his  salary  more  commensurate  to  the  amount  of  service 
rendered  by  him. 

Chaplain  Alderman,  in  his  intercourse  with  the  convicts,  has  won 
them  all  by  his  kindness  and  real  interest  in  their  spiritual  and  social 
welfare ;  and  he  no  doubt  wields  a  great  influence  over  them  for  good. 

The  health  of  the  prison  has  been  most  excellent.  Indeed  the  success 
of  Dr.  Madden  is  remarkable,  the  death-rate  being  less  than  one-half 
of  one  per  cent  per  annum,  and  the  number  of  sick  in  the  hospital  only 
averaging  about  one  per  cent. 

When  the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  prison  is  considered,  together 
with  the  fact  that  many  of  the  convicts  are  diseased  and  dissipated  when 
they  come  here,  these  figures  not  only  reflect  credit  upon  their  medical 
treatment,  but  go  far  to  show  that  regular  employment  and  habits  are 
conducive  to  health.  Ninety  per  cent  of  the  outgoing  convicts  aver  that 
their  health  has  improved  since  their  imprisonment. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Babcock,  the  prison  clerk,  is  a  faithful,  obliging  and,  I  may 
well  add,  hard-worked  officer.  In  former  years  much  assistance  has 
been  rendered  by  convicts.  This  is  now  prohibited,  and  they  are  not 
allowed  to  have  access  to  the  books  of  the  office. 

Favorable  markets  and  large  purchases  have  enabled  me  to  supply 
food  for  the  prison  at  an  average  rate  of  lly^  c.  per  diem  per  man,  and 
quantity  and  quality  have  not  been  equaled  in  previous  years,  according 
to  the  testimony  of  those  who  have  been  connected  with  the  prison  for 
a  long  time ;  and  the  variety  has  been  such  that  a  change  of  fare  has 
been  made  nearly  every  day.  Many  articles  have  been  supplied 
hitherto  unknown  as  prison  diet,  but  without  any  additional  cost  to 
the  usual  regimen. 

Since  the  commencement  of  my  administration  the  average  cost  of 
rations  has  been  $3.33.^  per  month  for  each  man  or  11  ^o  cents  per 
day,  as  above  stated. 

The  average  cost  for  salaries  of  officers  has  been  $3.60  per  month  or 
12  cents  per  day  for  each  man. 

The  average  cost  for  entire  expenses,  including  repairs  to  buildings, 
was  §8.60  per  month  or  less  than  29  cents  per  day  for  each  convict  or 
$103.20  per  year.  These  figures  will,  I  feel  confident,  compare  favor- 
ably with  similar  institutions  in  the  State. 

The  sewerage  here  is  poor  and  insufficient.  The  proposed  addition 
to  dock  will  render  the  present  system  worthless. 

The  appropriation  of  a  reasonable  sum  for  this  purpose  is  absolutely 
necessary. 

The  successful  prosecution  of  the  stove  business  neccessarily  employs 
quite  a  number  of  the  convicts  about  the  yard  where  they  are  not  in 
charge  of  any  particular  officer,  and  the  nature  of  the  business  is  also 
such  that  at  all  times  large  quantities  of  material,  flasks,  &c,  are  piled 
about  the  premises,  affording  numerous  hiding  places. 

On  the  sixteenth  day  of  July  last  Francis  Gillen,  sentenced  for  life, 
James  Lawrence  and  Daniel  Brown,  short  term  burglars,  were  missed 
by  their  keepers  just  before  the  close  of  the  prison ;  as  they  were 
employed  outside  of  their  shops,  they  were  at  first  supposed  to  be  con- 
cealed in  the  yard,  but  subsequent  developments  proved  conclusively 
that  they  passed  out  the  south-east  gate  disguised  as  citizens,  although 
the  gatekeeper  had  occupied  the  same  post  for  nearly  a  year;  my  belief 
is  that  they  succeeded  in  deceiving  him  as  to  their  true  character ;  in 
the  opinion  of  others  there  was  collusion  between  them  and  the  officer. 
2 


1 8         Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  State  Prisons. 

The  gatekeeper  was,  however,  promptly  dismissed,  as  even  the  most 
charitable  view  of  the  case  could  not  exonerate  him  from  blame. 

New  York  city  with  its  accumulation  of  wealth,  its  banks,  its  ware- 
houses piled  with  costly  fabrics,  attracts  the  criminals  of  this  country 
and  even  those  of  Europe,  and  Sing  Sing  is  its  prison.  Here  there  are 
congregated  the  most  adroit  offenders,  the  criminal  ingenuity  of  the 
world.  There  is  always  a  ceaseless  plotting  and  contriving  to  escape 
on  the  part  of  these  men,  and  their  cunning  or  daring  has  occasionally 
proved  successful  here  as  well  as  at  all  other  prisons. 

The  new  wall  built  last  year  has  made  escapes  from  here  much  more 
difficult,  and  the  new  iron  gates  put  up  this  season  are  an  additional 
security.  Much  depends,  however,  upon  the  watchfulness  and  integrity 
of  the  gatekeepers,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  new  grade  of  officers 
ought  to  be  created  by  the  Legislature  with  a  view  of  securing  the  best 
possible  men  for  these  positions. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  table  No.  1,  comparative  statement  of 
earnings,  &c,  for  the  last  two  years,  table  No.  2  current  cash  account 
and  table  No.  3,  the  annual  abstract  for  the  year  just  ended.  Numbers 
4  and  5  show  respectively  the  closing  accounts  of  the  female  prison  and 
lime  works. 

For  social,  hygienic  and  other  statistics,  please  see  reports  of  physi- 
cians and  chaplain. 

In  conclusion  1  will  say  that  the  interests  of  the  State,  the  contractors 
and  the  convicts  have  all  been  consulted,  and  I  believe  each  and  all  will 
admit  that  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

Certainly  something  has  been  done  to  justify  the  change  of  prison 
management  inaugurated  by  yourself,  and  for  the  opportunity  you  have 
given  me  to  aid  you  in  this  work  I  am  truly  thankful.. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

CHARLES  DAVIS, 

Agent  and  Warden. 
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TABLE  No.  2. 

Charles  Davis,  Agent  and  Warden  of  Sing  Sing  Prison,  in  account 
current  with  the  State  of  New  York,  for  cash  received  and  expended 
for  the  use  of  said  prison  for  the  year  ending  Sept,  30,  1878. 

Male  Prison. 

Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand  Oct.  1, 1877 $1,589  04 

To  Treasurer's  drafts  for  maintenance 175,012  50 

Received  from  all  other  sources 214,064  20 

$390,665  74 

Cr. 

By  total  expenditures,  maintenance §175,611  77 

By  deposits  to  credit  Treasurer  State  of  New  York 214,064  20 

By  balance  on  hand  Sept.  30,  1878 989  77 

§390 . 665  74 


Female  Prison. 

Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand  Oct.  1,  1877 §75  89 

To  Treasurer's  drafts  for  maintenance 1,638  85 

Received  from  all  other  sources 684  39 


!,399  13 


Cr. 

By  total  expenditures,  maintenance §1,531  12 

By  deposits  to  credit  Treasurer  State  of  New  York 684  39 

By  balance  remitted  to  Treasurer  State  of  New  York....  183  62 

§2,399  13 
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TABLE  No.  5. 

Westchester  Marble  and  Lime  Works. 

Abstract  of  the  total  earnings  and  cash  receipts,  and  the  total  cash  expendi- 
tures, with  the  amount  of  lime  on  hand,  at  the  end  of  each  month,  at  the 
/Sing  Sing  prison,  from  October  1,  1877,  to  September  30,  1878. 

Deposits  in  bank. 

October 84,178  65 

November 3,820  15 

December i 1,372  15 

January  983  30 

February 220  00 

Total $10,574  25 

March  1,  1878.     Works  leased  to  Jay  Champlain,  Esq. 


PHYSICIAN'S   REPORT. 

Hospital,  Sing  Sing  Prison,  ) 
October  1,   1878.  J 

To  the  Hon.  L.  D.  Pilsburt, 

Superintendent  State  Prisons,  New  York: 

Dear  Sir  —  Herewith  please  find  report  of  the  medical  department 
of  Sing  Sing  prison   for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1878. 

The  daily  average  of  convicts  in  prison  was  1,629.  Of  this  number 
96.2  Per  cen^  were  employed.  From  this  you  will  see  that  the  health  of 
the  prison  has  been  good. 

There  were  seven  (7)  deaths  during  the  year.  Five  (5)  died  of  con- 
sumption (two  of  whom  were  in  poor  health  when  received).  One  com- 
mitted suicide  by  hanging,  and  one  died  of  rupture  of  the  bowels. 

Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  hygienic  condition,  such  as  a 
new  water  supply,  laying  a  new  drain,  repairing  old  sewer,  ventilation 
of  shops,  &c. 

The  food  has  been  particularly  good.  The  warden  has  taken  pains 
to  provide  a  varied,  nutritious  and  abundant  diet,  which  has  greatly 
contributed  to  the  health  of  the  convicts.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the 
prison  dormitory.  This  structure  is  in  every  hygienic  sense  unfit  for 
the  confinement  of  prisoners.  The  cells  are  small  and  contain  only  193 
cubic  feet  of  air.  The  ventilation  in  them  is  very  imperfect,  produced 
by  poorly  constructed  ventilators  which  are  so  arranged  that  they  cannot 
be  properly  cleaned,  and  many  are  entirely  closed  up. 

Thus,  you  will  see,  that  the  amount,  of  air  to  each  cell  is  inadequate, 
and  that  such  air  is  impure,  two  facts  inconsistent  with  health.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  some  measures  will  be  instituted  with  a  view  to  the 
correction  of  this  evil. 
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Report  of  the  Superintesdent  of  State  Prisons. 


The  agent  and  warden  has  greatly  assisted  me  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties,  and  has  furnished  all  necessary  articles  for  the  care  and 
comfort  of  the  sick. 

I  am  also  indebted  to  the  chaplain  and  the  principal  keeper  for  their 
kind  co-operation  with  me  in  all  things. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he, 

Yours,  very  respectful  jy, 

JOEL  D.  MADDEN,  M.D., 

Prison  Physician. 


TABLE  No.  1 

Exhibits  number  of  convicts  in  prison  September  30,  1877,  with  the  annual 
receptions,  discharges  and  deaths,  and  number  remaining  in  prison  Sep- 
tember 30,  1878. 


Number  in 

prison  Sept. 
30,  IS 

Number  re- 
ceived dur- 
ing the  year. 

Number  dis- 
charged dur- 
ing tbe  year. 

! 

Number  of 
death*  dur- 
ing Ibe  year. 

Remaining  in  Prison  Sept 

.  30,  1878. 

Contract. 

State. 

Total. 

1.573 

990 

917 

7 

1.430 

216 

1,646 

Sixg  Sjng  Prison. 
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Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  State  Prisons. 
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CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 

Sing  Sing  Prison,  Sept.  30,  1878. 
To  the  Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury,  Superintendent  of  State  Prisons : 

Dear  Sir  —  In  submitting  my  first  report,  allow  me  to  state,  that  I 
entered  fully  upon  my  duties  as  chaplain  the  first  day  of  April  last,  and 
have  endeavored  faithfully  to  discharge  the  same  since.  I  have  held 
some  religious  services  each  Sabbath,  excepting  two ;  and  during  the 
warm  weather,  when  we  could  not  hold  chapel  services,  I  held  a  number 
of  services  each  Sabbath  at  different  places  in  the  yard  and  in  some  of 
the  shops. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  not  a  shadow  of  disrespect  has  ever 
been  shown  me  since  I  came  here.  The  behavior  in  chapel  has  been 
perfect  and  the  attention  most  marked,  and  I  have  good  reasons  to 
believe  that  many  have  commenced  a  better  life. 

The  Rev.  Father  Hassan,  a  Catholic  priest,  has  conducted  services 
here  the  last  Sabbath  of  each  month,  with  great  acceptability  and 
profit.  My  relations  with  him  have  been  exceedingly  pleasant,  and  he, 
as  I  positively  know,  never  fails  on  suitable  occasions  to  say  and  do  all 
he  can  to  help  me,  and  I  have  most  cheerfully  done  what  I  could  to  make 
his  visits  pleasant  and  his  work,  among  those  of  his  own  faith,  successful. 

On  the  Jewish  New  Year's  day,  and  the  day  of  Atonement,  services 
were  held  in  chapel  by  Jewish  rabbis  for  the  especial  benefit  of  con- 
victs who  are  of  the  Hebrew  faith. 

The  liberality  shown  towards  those  of  different  religious  beliefs  in 
this  prison  has  had  a  tendency  to  cultivate  the  best  of  feelings  between 
all,  and  every  day  I  am  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  wisdom  as  well 
as  justice  in  the  course  pursued  by  you  and  our  warden  in  this  respect. 

We  are  greatly  in  need  of  a  new  chapel,  the  present  one  being 
greatly  out  of  repair  and  entirely  too  small  to  accommodate  all  the 
prisoners  that  might  and  would  gladly  attend  religious  services  if  we 
had  sittings  for  them.  We  should  have  a  building  commodious,  well 
ventilated,  well  lighted  and  calculated  in  all  its  surroundings  to  elevate 
the  mind  and  heart. 

Perhaps  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  state  that  there  is  very 
general  satisfaction  existing  throughout  the  prison  with  its  present 
management.  The  prisoners  are  kept  constantly  employed,  which  is 
very  pleasing  to  a  large  majority  of  them,  and  I  do  not  think  I  make  a 
mistake  when  I  estimate  it  as  high  as  ninety  per  cent.  The  discipline 
is  mild  but  firm ;  the  punishments  are  but  few  ;  the  food  is  excellent  in 
quality,  and  abundant  in  quantity.  Many  are  the  expressions  of  satis- 
faction in  the  outgoing  letters  with  the  fact  that  the  writers  are  learning 
trades  by  which  they  hope  to  earn  an  honest  living  when  they  leave 
this  place. 

The  library  and  mail  matter  are  so  managed  (if  I  can  judge  by  what 
the  prisoners  say)  as  to  give  better  satisfaction  than  formerly. 

The  library  rooms  have  been  repainted  and  made  much  more  pleasant 
and  attractive  than  before.  The  number  of  volumes  added  to  the 
library  since  I  came  here  is  1,100  by  purchase  and  1,000  by  donation. 
For  the  latter  we  are  indebted  to  the  Harper  Brothers,  Nelson  &  Phil- 
lips, D.  Appleton  &  Co.  and  Dodd  &  Mead.  These  have  been  obtained 
by  my  personal  solicitations,  and  were  given  by  the  parties  with  a 
cheerfulness  that  I  trust  made  it  "  more  blessed*  to  give  than  receive  " 
(pay)  and  made  it  exceedingly  pleasant  "  to  receive. 
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Books  are  worn  out  so  rapidly  with  using  and  otherwise  that  we  are 
already  feeling  the  need  of  more.  We  ought  to  have  an  appropriation 
next  winter  of  at  least  $1,000,  with  which  to  purchase  additional  books. 

There  are  in  prison  at  this  date  1,646,  and  we  have  had  as  many  as 
1,714.  Under  the  regulations  each  man  is  allowed  to  write  one  friendly 
letter  home  every  month,  and  when  there  seems  to  be  a  valid  reason  for 
it  extra  business  letters  are  allowed. 

They  also  receive  all  letters  of  a  proper  character  sent  to  them;  and 
many  of  them  receive  eight  or  ten  each  month.  All  these,  outgoing  and 
incoming,  have  to  be  examined  by  me,  which  is  no  small  tax  upon  my 
time.  I  visit  on  an  average  200  cells  each  Sabbath,  and  also  preach  in  the 
chapel  and  hospital,  and  most  of  the  Sabbaths  an  extra  sermon  in  the 
laundry  building  to  those  who  cannot  be  accommodated  in  the  chapel. 
This  latter  service  is  held  at  quarter-past  eight  (while  the  others  are  at 
breakfast). 

In  addition  to  all  this,  I  have  to  answer  letters  of  inquiry  about  pris- 
oners, and  see  the  men  who  may  desire  to  converse  with  me  through  the 
week  on  the  subject  of  religion,  or  to  see  me  on  business. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  my  time  is  fully  occupied,  my  work  is 
never  done  ;  and  yet  I  never  weary  of  it ;  on  the  contrary,  I  find  a  kind 
of  infatuation  about  it  which  is  indescribable. 

I  have  not  as  much  time  to  prepare  my  sermons  as  I  ought  to  have, 
and  do  all  this  work ;  and  I  have  found  no  time  for  even  a  few  days  rest 
and  recreation. 

I  feel  justified  in  putting  this  in  my  report,  especially  because  the 
impression  prevails — largely  in  some  quarters — that  the  chaplain  has 
not  much  to  do,  when  the  facts  are  that  a  chaplain  of  a  large  prison  like 
this  has  much  more  to  do  than  the  pastor  of  a  congregation  of  the  same 
size  anywhere  else. 

Mr.  Charles  Davis,  agent  and  warden  of  this  prison  has,  from  the 
first,  shown  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  chaplain's  work,  and  has  done 
all  in  his  power  to  make  me  comfortable,  giving  me  a  new  office,  nicely 
furnished,  and  affording  the  necessary  facilities  to  help  prosecute  the 
work  of  religious  instruction  and  moral  reform.  He  has  the  confidence 
of  all  who  are  in  this  prison,  or  associated  with  it. 

Doctor  J.  D.  Madden,  the  prison  physician,  has  ever,  in  the  most 
cordial  and  pleasant  manner,  welcomed  me  to  the  hospital  to  hold 
religious  services,  and  to  the  bedside  of  the  sick  to  converse  with  them, 
and  in  every  possible  way  made  me  feel  that  he  regards  my  work  as  a 
help  to  his,  rather  than  a  hindrance. 

Then,  again,  I  could  not  say  too  much  in  praise  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Biglin, 
the  principal  keeper,  who  has  evinced  the  greatest  friendship  for,  and 
cheerfully  and  promptly  rendered  me,  all  the  aid  he  could. 

I  have  ever  found  A.  L.  Babcock,  the  clerk,  gentlemanly  and  oblig- 
ing, cheerfully  rendering  me  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  from  his 
department. 

I  find  it  in  my  heart  to  say  many  pleasant  things  of  the  other  officers, 
but  would  make  my  report  too  long  to  do  so. 

The  accompanying  statistical  tables  are  as  nearly  correct  as  I  could 
make  them  from  the  sources  of  information  at  my  command. 

Thanking  you  for  my  appointment,  and  the  encouragement  and  help 
you  have  given  me,  and  hoping  to  so  discharge  my  duties  as  to  cause 
you  to  feel  that  you  made  no  mistake  when  you  requested  me  to  accept 
the  appointment.  I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

J.  W.  ALDERMAN,  Chaplain. 


Sixg  Sing  Pjhsox.  31 

STATISTICAL  TABLES 

Accompanying  chaplain's  report  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1878. 

Table  No.  1. 

Total  number  of  convicts,  September  30,  1878 1 ,  646 

White 1,535 

Colored Ill 

1,646 

Table  No.  2. 

Counties  where  convicted. 

Albany 10 

Chautauqua 

Court  land 1 

Clinton 8 

Kings 13 

New  York 1,498 

Orange 17 

Onondaga   

Putnam 7 

Queens 30 

Suffolk 6 

St.  Lawrence 3 

Schenectady 4 

Greene 1 

Montgomeiy 2 

Monroe 1 

Oswego , 1 

Richmond 7 

Rockland 5 

Rensselaer 7 

i   13 

Westchester 12 


1,646 

Table  No.  3. 

Exhibit  of  crime. — Against  the  person. 

Assault  to  harm 105 

Assault  to  kill 29 

ult  to  ravish 

lit  to  rob 

ilt  and  battery 

Bigamy 

Causing  miscarriage 

Incest  

Manslaughter 25 

Murder. , 38 

Rape  and  attempt 20 

Against  property. 

Arson 13 

Burglary  and  attempt 575 

Embezzlement 5 

•j  pretences 17 

•iy 50 

Gcand  larceny  and  attempt 484 

Illegal   voting 1 

Larceny  from  the  person,  and  attempt 129 

Receiving  stolen  goods . 32 


- 
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Against  person  and  property. 

Obstructing  railroad  track 1 

Perjury 3 

Passing-  counterfeit  money 1 

Robbery  and  attempt 112 

1,646 

Table  No.  4. 

Showing  terms  of  sentence. 

Less  than  two  years 133 

Two  years  and  less  than  three 546 

Three  years  and  less  than  four 288 

Four  years  and  less  than  five 249 

Five  years  and  less  than  ten   273 

Ten  years  and  less  than  twenty 112 

Twenty  years  and  less  than  life 6 

Life 39 


1,646 
Table  No.  5. 

Showing  Previous  Occupation. 

Artificial  flowers 2 

Actors 3 

Bakers 38 

Barbers 22 

Bag-makers 2 

Bar-tenders 21 

Brass-finishers 9 

Blacksmiths 42 

Bed-maker 1 

Barrel-maker 1 

Boiler-makers  19 

Boatmen 9 

Box-makers  ....  , 5 

Book-binders 1 

Book-keepers 34 

Boot-blacks 3 

Broom-makers 2 

Brush-makers 3 

Broker 1 

Brick-layers » 5 

Butchers T 37 

Brewer    1 

Burnisher 1 

Caulkers  3 

Carpenters 61 

Cabinet-makers 20 

Cartmen 11 

Chair- bottomer 1 

Clerks 50 

Cigar-packers   

Coachmen 

Conductor , 

Confectioner 1 

Cotton-finisher 1 

Copyists    2 

Coopers   13 

Cooks 40 

Cigar-makers 24 

Clothier  1 

Currier   
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Copper-smith 1 

Contractor 1 

Deputy-sheriff 1 

Drivers 8 

Dealer 1 

Dock-builders    3 

Drummer 1 

Distillers 4 

Drug-gists 5 

Engineers 13 

Tile-makers  4 

Farmers 46 

Foundrymen 1 

Footman    1 

Firemen 19 

Fisherman 1 

Gas-titters 6 

Gardener 1 

Gambler 1 

Gold-beaters 5 

Gilders 2 

Grocers 3 

Grinder 1 

Groom 1 

Glass-blowers 2 

Harness-makers 5 

Hatters   25 

Horse-dealers - 3 

Hotel-keepers 2 

Hackmen 4 

Icemen 2 

Iron-worker 1 

Ink-maker 1 

Jewelers 7 

Jockeys 2 

Janitor 1 

Junk-dealers 4 

Joiner 1 

Japanners. 2 

Laborers 327 

Laundry  man i 1 

Lathers 4 

Last  maker 1 

Loafers 2 

Longshore-men 5 

Locksmiths 2 

Lumberman 1 

Lawyers 1 

Marble  polisher •. 1 

Machinists 32 

Messengers 2 

Merchants 11 

Milkmen 2 

Millers 3 

Moulders 22 

Morocco-dressers 2 

Musician 1 

News-dealer 1 

News-boy 2 

Oil  refiner 1 

Ostlers 14 

Optician 1 

Preacher 1 

Paper  stainers 2 

Paper  dealer 1 

3 
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Painter 58 

Plasterers 3 

Piano  makers 5 

Polisher 1 

Pocketbook  maker 1 

Pipe   maker.    1 

Peddlers 21 

Pencil  case  maker 1 

Physician 1 

Plumbers 28 

Printers. '29 

Porter 1 

Rag  picker 1 

Resturant  keeper 1 

Riveter 1 

Rigger 1 

Scale  maker 1 

Salesman 5 

Sailors 65 

Sail  makers 8 

Sash    maker 1 

Shade  painter ■ 1 

Stereot  yper 1 

Stewards 2 

Steam  titters 3 

Spice  packer 1 

Sign  makers 3 

Shoe  titter 1 

Shoe  makers 56 

Silver  workers 4 

Silk  spinner 1 

Ship  carpenter 1 

Stone  cutters 31 

School  boy  1 

Saddler 1 

Soap  maker 1 

Soldiers 2 

Shoe  finishers 4 

Thieves , 1 

Teachers 9 

Tin-smiths 12 

Tailors , 38 

Tobacconists - 

Typesetters 1 

Turners 6 

Type  founder 

Upholsterers ' 

Umbrella-makers -. 4 

Varnishers : ." 

Vagrant 

Veterinary  surgeons 

"Watch  makers 

"Wagon-makers 4 

Wait  ers 54 

Whalebone  dealer 1 

"Weavers 10 

Woodworkers 4 

1,646 
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Table  No.  6. 


Their  ages  when  convicted. 

Fourteen  years 1 

Fifteen  years 1 

Sixteen  years  and  less  than  twenty 472 

Twenty  years  and  less  than  twenty- live 4(50 

Twenty-five  years  and  less  than  thirty 36b" 

Thirty  years  and  less  than  forty 230 

Forty  years  and  less  than  fifty 92 

Fifty  years  and  less  than  sixty 11 

Sixty  years  and  less  than  seventy 12 

Seventy  years  and  upwards 1 

1,64b" 

Table  No.  7. 

Showing  their  nativity. 

Alabama 2 

California 3 

tecticut 12 

Delaware 1 

pistrict  Columbia 5 

Florida 1 

Georgia  

Illinois 5 

Louisiana 5 

Massachusetts 29 

Maine 4 

Mai  viand 21 

Minnesota 1 

Missouri „7 

Michigan 11 

New  York 987 

New  Jersey 22 

North  Carolina 3 

Mexico 1 

Ohio 10 

Pennsylvania 31 

South  Carolina 5 

Tennessee  1 

Texas 1 

Virginia 6 

Vermont 2 

Wisconsin 1 

Virginia 1 

Foreigners. 

Africa 2 

Australia 1 

Austria ti 

!       aria  1 

inia 1 

1        i  la 8 

mark 2 

;         and 47 

Finland 1 

France 23 

i  any 28 

1 

Holland b' 

land 107 
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Italy 24 

Norway 2 

Polland 6 

Prussia 4 

Russia 5 

Roumania 1 

Sweden 7 

South  America 3 

Spain    4 

Scotland 7 

Switzerland 4 

West  Indies 5 


1.646 


Table  No.  8. 

Showing  their  education. 

Read  and  write 1 ,  175 

Read  only 286 

No  education 285 

1,646 

Habits  of  Life. 

Ninety  per  cent  use  tobacco. 

Eighty  per  cent  have  used  intoxicating  liquor  of  some  kind,  more  or 
less,  according  to  their  own  admission  ;  and  my  judgment  is  that  fifty 
per  cent  of  those  who  report  themselves  as  temperate  have  used  it  in 
some  form. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 
Westchester  County.     J 

I,  James  W.  Alderman,  chaplain  of  Sing  Sing  prison,  being  duly 
sworn,  depose  and  say  that  the  foregoing  report  is,  in  all  respects,  true, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

J.  W.  ALDERMAN. 
Sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  \    * 
of  November,  1878.  / 

A.  L.  Babcock,  Clerk. 


AUBURN  PRISON. 


,) 


AGENT  AND  WARDEN'S  REPORT. 

Agent  and  Warden's  Office, 
Auburn  Prison, 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  October  1,  1878. 

Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury,  Superintendent  of  State  Prisons : 

Dear  Sir — The  following  statistics  and  tables  are  respectfully  sub- 
mitted as  the  report  of  this  prison  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September 
30,  1878. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  a  gradual  approach  towards  a  self- 
sustaining  position.  The  new  contracts  at  fifty  cents  per  day  did  not 
take  effect  till  May  1st,  of  this  year,  and  the  benefits  derived  there- 
from were  not  felt  till  that  date.  The  yearly  deficit  of  the  prison  is 
$34,179.24,  being  a  saving  over  the  previous  year  of  $61,707.04,  when 
the  deficiency  was  $95,886.88. 

The  deficiency  since  May  1st  is  less  than  $1,600,  and,  as  there  is  no 
reason  to  expect  a  less  favorable  aspect  during  the  coming  year,  I  can 
confidently  state  that  from  this  date,  unless  sonic  unforeseen  disaster 
affecting  our  industries  should  occur,  this  prison  will  be  practically  self- 
sustaining,  the  yearly  deficiency  being  merely  nominal.  This  result 
has  been  obtained  by  a  steady  increase  in  income  from  additional  con- 
tracts at  an  increased  price  for  labor,  and  a  reduction  in  cost  for  support 
for  salaries,  rations,  etc.  The  total  cost  of  support  per  day  for  each 
convict  for  the  last  fiscal  year  was  35  cents  and  six  mills,  while  this  year 
it  has  been  but  31  cents  per  da^.  There  are  two  unexpired  contracts  in 
force,  which  pay  but  40  cents  per  day ;  all  the  other  contracts  are  at  the 
rate  of  50  cents  per  day. 

There  has  been  during  the  year  a  continued  effort  to  carry  out  and 
perfect  the  improvements  inaugurated  last  year. 

The  buildings,  grounds,  walls,  drains,  gutters,  etc.,  have  all  been 
renovated,  and  this  work  has  not  only  improved  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  institution,  but  has  furnished  employment  for  such  convicts  as 
have  not  been  required  for  contract  labor.  This  number  now  scarcely 
exceeds  the  requirements  for  State  work  about  the  prison.  We  have  no 
idle  men  except  those  incapacitated  for  labor  by  infirmities. 

Auburn  Prison  will  never  produce  the  same  financial  results  as  Sing 
Sing.  It  is  difficult  to  obtain  employment  for  large  numbers  here,  owing 
to  cost  of  transportation  of  raw  material  and  finished  work  to  and  from 
Auburn.  If  the  prison  can  be  made  to  pay  the  cost  of  support,  it  will 
be  all  that  its  friends  can  hope  or  ask  for. 

Twelve  months'  additional  experience  has  still  further  confirmed  the 
wisdom  of  the  new  law  by  which  our  prisons  were  taken  from  former 
bplitical  influence,  and  conducted  on  strict  business  principles.  The 
results  are,  in   brief,  a  better  class  of  officers;   more  content  and  quiet 
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among  convicts ;  contractors  better  satisfied  even  at  increased  cost  for 
labor ;  the  prisons  made  self-sustaining  instead  of  a  severe  tax  upon  the 
State  ;  and,  above  all,  the  fear  of  punishment  which  a  well  ordered  insti- 
tution holds  before  the  criminal  as  a  restraining  influence  In  the  contem- 
plated commission  of  crime. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  grand  results  already  attained,  and,  in  con- 
clusion, thank  you  for  continued  confidence  and  trust  reposed  in  me. 

The  officers  of  the  prison  merit  my  commendation  for  faithful  perform- 
ance of  duty.  As  one  result  of  their  attention  we  have  had  no  escapes, 
no  serious  disturbance,  or  injury  to  keeper  or  convict  during  the  year. 

Please  refer  to  the  general  financial  table  for  a  comprehensive  review 
of  the  year's  business  ;  to  the  clerk's  report  for  a  detailed  statement  of  I 
the  same ;  and  to  the  yard-master  and  engineer's  report  for  the  various  - 
repairs  and  improvements  made  under  his  supervision. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  R.  WELLES, 

Agent  and  Warden. 

General  Statement  and  Averages. 

The  daily  average  of  convicts  for  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1878,  has  been  (per  diem)... 1,332.58, 

The  total  receipts  for  the  support  of  Auburn  Prison  have 

been— treasurer's  drafts,  etc $150,820  42f 

The  total  earnings,  i.  e.,  for  convict  labor,  convicts'  depos- 
its and  miscellaneous  earnings,  are 116,641  18 


Leaving  a  deficit  for  the  year .*. $34,179  2 


The  deficit  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1877,  was  '       $95,886  88 

Showing  a  gain  for  the  past  year,  of 61,707  64 

An  average  per  month,  of 5,142  30* 


Total  earnings  for  the  year  (as  above) $116,641  18 

Average  per  convict,  per  annum 87  oil 

"  "  per  day 28 


Average  number  of  convicts  on  contract  (per  diem) ?.  847 

Contract  earnings  for  the  year $108,616  70 

Amount  earned  per  convict  per  annum 128  25 

"  "  "  diem 40.98 


Total  expenditures  of  the  prison  for  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1878 $150,820  41 

Average  per  convict  per  annum 113  18 

diem 31 


Expenditures  for  ordinary  support  (i.  e.,  total  expendi- 
tures less  salaries  of  officers,  buildings  and  repairs, 
and  convicts' deposits  refunded) $81,509  84 

Average  per  convict  per  annum 61  16.70 

"  "  diem 16.70 
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9.85 

2.40 

1.30 

4.20 

30 
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The  following  are  the  averages  per  convict  per  diem  for 
the  specific  expenses  of  the  year: 

Salaries  of  officers 

Rations 

Clothing  and  bedding 

Fuel,  lights,  etc 

All  other  expenditures 

Total  per  convict  per  diem 


General  Financial  Table. 

Statement  showing  the  amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  State 
Treasurer  for  general  support  of  Auburn  prison,  the  receipts  from  mis- 
cellaneous earnings  and  convicts'  deposits,  the  contract  earnings  and  the 
deficiency  of  said  prison  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1878. 

Receipts  for  Support. 

Balance  on  hand  October  1,  1877 61,288  15 

Treasurer's  drafts 150,(315  00 


$151,903  15 
Balance  on  hand  October  1,  1878 1,082  73 


Receipts  and  Earnings. 

Contract  earnings $108,616  70 

Convicts'  deposits 1,973  27 

Miscellaneous  earnings 6,051  21 


$150,820  42 


116,641  18 


Deficiency $34,179  24 


CLERK'S  REPORT. 

Clerk's  Office,  Auburn  Prison,        ) 
Auburn  Prison,  N.  Y.,  October  1,  1877.  j 

Hon.  L.  D.  Pilsbury,  Superintendent  of  State  Prisons,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Sir  —  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  such  tables,  abstracts, 
etc.,  as  your  instructions,  conveyed  to  me  through  Leonard  R.  Welles, 
Esq.,  agent  and  warden  of  this  prison,  indicated. 

Trusting  that  the  very  valuable  results,  exhibited  thereby,  may  be 
duly  appreciated  by  the  relieved  taxpayers  of  the  State,  I  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  H.  UNDERHILL, 
Clerk  of  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn. 


40         Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  State  Prisons. 

Financial  Table  No.  1. 

Leonard  R.  Welles,  Agent  and  Warden  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison,  in 
account  current  with  the  State  of  New  York,  for  cash  received  and  expended 
for  the  general  supplies  of  said  pi'ison,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1878. 

Dr. 

Oct.  1,  1877,  to  balance  on  hand $1,288  15 

Sept.  30,  1878,  to  Treasurer's  drafts 150,615  00 

To  convict  labor 106,260  37 

To  convicts' deposits 1,973  27 

To  miscellaneous  earnings 6,051  21 

$266,188  00 

Cr. 

Sept.  30,  1877,  by  expenditures  for  salaries 

for  officers $64,451  92 

By  expenditures  for  rations 47,929  86 

"                  stock'and  materials....  1,047  01 

"                  printing  and  station'y  689  06 
"                      convicts'      traveling 

expenses 4,882  00 

By  expenditures  for  convicts'  deposits  re- 
funded   2,251  20 

By  expenditures  for  furniture 1,826  45 

hospital 1,235  98 

clothing  and  bedding,  11,861  04 

building  and   repairs,  2,607  46 

firewood,  oil,  gas,  etc.,  6,124  99 

hay,  grain,  etc 118  05 

miscellaneous 5,795  40 

By  deposits  in  First  National  Bank 56,699  01 

"             Cayuga  County  Bank 57,585  84 

By  balance  on  hand 1,082  73 

$266,188  00 

State  of  New  York,  ) 
Cayuga  County.      J  ss'  ' 

Leonard  R.  Welles,  Agent  and  Warden,  and  Edward  %H.  Underhill, 
Clerk  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison,  being  sworn,  say  that  the  within 
account  current  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  know- 
ledge and  belief. 

LEONARD  R.  WELLES, 

Agent  and  Warden. 
EDWARD  H.  UNDERHILL, 

Clerk. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  this  17th  day  "I 
of  October,  1878,  before  me.       / 

John  S.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  Cayuga  County. 
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STATEMENT  A, 

Of  expenditures  per  estimates,  showing  the  comparative  expense  of  the  sup- 
port of  Auburn  prison  for  the  fiscal  years  ending  September  30,  1877,  and 
/September  30,  1878. 


ESTIMATES. 


Salaries  of  ollicers 

Rations 

Stock  and  materials 

Printing  and  stationery 

Convicts'  traveling  expenses 
Convicts'  deposits  refunded.. 

Furniture 

Hospital 

Clolliing-  and  bedding 

Building  anil  repairs 

Firewood,  oil,  gas,  etc 

Hay,  grain,  etc 

Miscellaneous 


Total  expenditures.. 
Average  per  convict 

Ordinary  support  . . . 
Average  per  convict 


.     1877. 
Average  No.  Convicts 

PER  DIEM,  1,337. 


Total. 


$74, 

66, 

1, 

5, 
4, 
1, 

1, 

13. 

3, 

11, 


5, 


382 

'JOS 
1SS 

857 
063 
593 

377 
:;44 
535 

37!) 

103 

111 

m 


$179,365  13 


.*97,520  36 


Per 
convict. 


1878. 
Aver\ge  No.  Convicts 

PER  DIEM,  1,33'2. 58. 


$53  63 

41  03 

85 

6-2 

3  65 

3  31 

99 

98 

9  76 

2  44 

3  07 
20 

4  15 


Total. 


$64,451  92 

47,929  36 

1,047  01 

689  06 

4,8-2  00 

2,251  20 

1,826  45 

1 , 235  98 

11,361  04 

2,007  40 

6, 124  99 

118  05 

5,795  40 


$129  68 


$150,820  42 


$70  31 


$31,509  34 


Per 

convict. 


$48  37 

35  97 

78 

52 

3  66 
1  69 
1  37 

93 
8  90 
1  95 

4  6;» 

9 
4  35 


$113  18  1 
"$6117 


STATEMENT  B. 

Leonard  R.  Welles,  agent  and  warden  of  Auburn  prison,  in  account  current 
with  the  State  of  New  York,  for  cash  received  and  expended,  of  the  visitors' 
fund  of  said  prison,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1878. 

1877.                                                          Dr. 
October    1.  To  balance  on  hand $810  56 

1877.  Cr. 

October  31.  By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts $8  00 

By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts 18  00 

By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts 9  00 

By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts 15  00 

By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts 28  00 

By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts 20  00 

By  amount  paid  to  dischaiged  convicts 24  00 

By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts 30  O 

By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts 15  00 

By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts 26  00 

By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts 24  00 

By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts 24  00 

By  balance  on  hand 569  56 

*810  56 
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STATEMENT  C, 

Showing  the  existing  contracts  in  Auburn  prison,  number  of  convicts  called 
for  by  each  contract,  the  price  per  day,  the  time  when  they  commenced  and 
when  they  expire. 


NAME  OF  CONTRACT. 


Collar  contract 

Shoe  contract  No  2... 
Shoe  contract  No.  1... 
Hollow-ware  contract 

Hame  contract 

Axle  contract 

Machine  contract 


Name 
of  contractor. 


Auburn  Collar  Co. . 
George  Corning. . . 
Dunn, Salmon  &  Co 
Foxell,  Jones  &  Co 
Hayden  &  Smith  . 

Sheldon  &  Co 

Sheldon  &  Co 


No.  of 

Price 

convicts. 

per  day. 

50 

50  cts.. 

100 

40  cts.. 

200 

50  cts. . 

100 

50  cts.. 

100 

50  cts. . 

80 

42  cts.. 

50 

40  cts.. 

Commenced. 


May  1, 1878 
Dec.  29,  1874 
1,1877 
1,  1877 
1,  1877 
March  1,  1875 
March  1,  1875 


May 
Nov 

Oct. 


Expire. 


April 
Dec. 
April 
Oct. 

Sept. 

Feb. 

Feb. 


30,  1883 

28,  1879 
30,  1882 

30,  1880 

29,  18-J0 
29,  1880 


STATEMENT  D, 

Showing  the  number  of  convicts  in  Auburn  prison  on  the  30/^  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1878,  including  the  number  received,  discharged,  transferred  and 
died  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1878. 

Number  in  prison  September  30,  1877 1,388 

Received  from  Auburn  prison  district 356 

Received  from  asylum  for  insane  criminals 9 

Received  from  Elmira  Reformatory '. 2 

Received  from  Sing  Sing  prison 1 

Recaptured  (Byron  Day) 1 

1,757 

Discharged  by  commutation  for  good  conduct 391 

Discharged  by  commutation  (special) 14 

Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence 4 

Discharged  by  habeas  corpus 1 

Discharged  by  pardon 21 

Died 13 

Transferred  to  asylum  for  insane  criminals 17 

Transferred  to  Clinton  prison 100 

Transferred  to  Elmira  reformatory 3 

■       564 

Number  remaining  in  prison  September  30,  1878 1,193 
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STATEMENT  E, 

Exhibiting  the  number  of  convicts  received  and  discharged  each  month  dur- 
ing the  pear  ending  September  30,  1878. 


MONTH. 

Received. 

Discharged. 

Excess 
received. 

Excess 
discharged. 

1877. 

51 
19 
52 

19 
28 
36 
41 
24 
44 
17 
3 
35 

26 
34 

74 

43 
47 
38 
30 
55 
33 
42 
46 
96 

25 

15 

22 

1878. 

24 

19 

2 

11 

31 

11 

25 

43 

61 

Totals. .   . 

369 

564 

47 

242 

STATEMENT  F, 

Giving  a  summary  of  convicts  in   Auburn  prison,  September   30,   1878, 

exhibiting  the  numbers  employed  on  contract,  State  labor,  sick,  infirm  and 
idle,  and  total  in  prison  on  that  day. 

Number  of  convicts  on  contract,  labor 878 

Number  of  convicts  on  State  labor 298 

Number  of  convicts  sick  in  hospital 6 

Number  of  convicts  idle 11 


1,193 


YARD-MASTER  AND  ENGINEER'S  REPORT. 

Yard-Master's  Office,  Auburn  Prison,  ) 

Auburn,  New  York,  October  1,  1878.  J 
Leonard  R.  Welles,  Esq.,  Agent  and  Warden:  *<• 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  repairs  and  improvements 
made  at  this  prison  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1878  : 

Main  Building. 
A  foundation  has  been  laid  for  the  new  iron  staircase  erected  at  the 
front  entrance,  and  the  old  stone  structure  has  been  removed.  All  the 
front  windows  have  been  fitted  with  new  sash  and  glass,  the  old  sash 
being  used  in  the  ventilator  of  the  new  foundry,  and  a  partition  has 
been  set  across  the  front  hall,  six  feet  from  the  front  door,  forming  a  ves- 
tibule and  weather  breaker.  The  kitchen  connected  with  the  officers' 
mess  room  has  been  removed  to  a  more  suitable  place  under  the  superin- 
tendent's room.  A  large  wardrobe  has  been  built  in  the  officers'  sleeping 
apartment ;  a  bathroom  lias  been  fitted  up  for  their  use;  the  watercloset 
adjoining  the  agent's  office  has  been  replaced  by  a  new  one  ;  and  a  bath 
room  has  been  fitted  up  for  new  convicts  on  their  arrival  in  prison. 
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The  gas-fixtures  throughout  the  prison  have  been  re-arranged  and 
put  in  proper  order,  thus  regulating  the  distribution  of  gas  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  save  a  considerable  percentage  of  its  consumption.  The 
system  of  steam  heating  has  been  so  improved  as  to  insure  more  equal 
distribution  of  heat  and  better  drainage  of  the  pipes.  A  hot  water  well 
has  been  constructed  beneath  the  flagging  of  the  lower  hall  to  receive 
the  condensed  steam  from  a  section  of  the  heating  pipes.  It  is  provided 
with  a  pump,  and  the  hot  water  is  used  for  general  cleaning  purposes. 
In  consequence  of  defective  sewerage  in  the  basement  of  the  main  build- 
ing, it  was  found  necessary  to  take  up  the  old  pipes  and  replace  them 
with  vitrified  tiles  which  have  effectually  stopped  all  escape  of  poisonous 
gas.  In  the  north  wing  also,  a  new  sewer  has  been  made  connecting 
with  the  main  sewer  across  the  yard,  with  "twelve-inch  tiles  gradually 
decreasing  in  size,  entering  the  north  wing  at  the  south  entrance,  taking 
in  twelve  conducting  pipes  from  the  roof,  and  terminating  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  wing  with  the  main  building  in  a  six-inch  tile.  This  has 
remedied  an  evil  which  has  caused  serious  trouble  for  many  years.  In 
this  work  and  in  the  yard  a  considerable  number  of  vitrified  tiles  have 
been  used,  varying  in  size  from  four  to  fifteen  inches,  and  the  sewerage 
is  now  in  fair  condition,  although  time  may,  and  probably  will,  develop 
imperfections  which  will  require  attention  hereafter.  The  ventilation 
of  the  main  building  has  also  been  greatly  improved  by  pipes  extending 
from  the  different  apartments  below  to  ventilators  in  the  roof. 

Shops. 

More  room  being  required  for  foundry  purposes  under  Foxell,  Jones  & 
Company's  contract,  the  collar  shop  was  removed  to  apartments  fitted 
for  its  use  on  the  second  floor  of  the  old  tool  shop.  The  ground  floor  of 
Foxell,  Jones  &  Company's  shop  was  extended  two  hundred  and  forty 
feet,  occupying  the  entire  space  formerly  occupied  by  the  collar  shop. 
To  provide  room  for  the  moulding  floors,  the  main  building  was  widened 
by  taking  away  the  whole  of  the  north  wall  and,  substituting  a  line 
of  posts,  a  new  brick  wall  was  built  twenty-one  feet  to  the  north  on  a 
new  foundation.  To  accommodate  the  cupola  inside  the  building,  a  cross 
section  seventeen  feet  wide  and  two  stories  high  was  built  near  the  cen- 
tre. A  second  story  of  brick  was  also  built  over  the  north  archway, 
sixteen  by  thirty-five  feet ;  a  ventilator  was  also  erected  over  the  entire 
length  of  the  extension,  including  the  cross  section,  and  five  new  win- 
dows and  sashes  were  put  in  the  north  side  of  foundry  No.  2. 

The  forge  shop  of  Sheldon  &  Co.  having  been  virtually  without  a 
roof  for  years,  the  building  has  been  put  in  perfect  order  by  raising  the 
walls  from  two  to  eight  feet,  and  covering  it  with  a  substantial  truss 
roof,  tin  and  water  proof  felt.  The  hammer  shop  was  in  a  similar 
dilapidated  condition,  and  was  repaired  in  the  same  substantial  manner, 
by  raising  the  side  walls  and  putting  on  a  new  roof. 

A  new  floor  of  two  inch  plank  has  been  laid  in  the  basket  shop,  thirty- 
five  feet  wide  and  two  hundred  feet  long;  the  roof  of  the  same  building 
has  been  repaired,  and  a  new  ventilator  placed  at  the  west  end.  New 
doors  and  frames  have  been  put  into  the  entrance  to  the  basket  shop 
and  to  axle  shop  No.  2. 

Yard. 

The  hydrants,  twelve  in  number,  set  in  different  parts  of  the  yard  to 
render  them  accessible  in  case  of  fire,  have  all  been  enclosed  in  small 
octagonal  houses  ceiled  outside  and  inside,  and  with  a  lining  of  paper 
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between  the  walls  in  order  to  effectually  protect  them  from  frost.  Each 
house  is  covered  with  an  ornamental  roof  made  water-proof  with  felt 
and  tin,  and  is  supplied  with  requisite  apparatus  for  service  at  a 
moment's  notice.  About  twenty-five  men  have  been  constantly  em- 
ployed during  the  fall  in  regrading  and  renovating  the  inner  court 
yard;  the  lawns  have  been  graded  and  sodded;  and  four  stone  gutters 
thirty  inches  wide  extend  the  entire  length,  carrying  the  surface  water 
to  underground  sewers.  v  This  work  is  of  considerable  magnitude,  and" 
at  the  present  date  is  unfinished,  but,  if  the  weather  be  favorable,  will 
probably  be  completed  this  fall. 

In  consequence  of  the  liability  of  the  bucket  ground  to  freeze  in  cold 
weather,  and  of  the  offensive  smell  proceeding  from  it,  it  was  regarded 
as  a  matter  of  absolue  necessity  to  put  it  in  proper  order  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  one-story  house,  twelve  feet  wide  and  forty  feet  long,  with 
a  stone  floor,  and  furnished  with  three  cast  iron  kettles  of  a  capacity  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons  each,  set  in  solid  masonry.  The  city 
water  is  so  introduced  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  frost,  and  to  keep 
the  kettles  clean  and  free  from  any  offensive  substance.  Twelve  hund- 
red men  pass  through  the  building  and  cleanse  their  buckets  in  twenty 
minutes.  The  grounds  outside  the  building  have  been  improved  by 
setting  in  the  ground  two  hundred  stone  posts  thirty  inches  long,  sur- 
mounted by  a  wrought  iron  standard  twelve  inches  in  height  above  the 
ground,  to  receive  the  one  and  a  quarter  inch  plank  on  which  the 
buckets  are  placed  for  the  day.  The  buckets  now  in  use  being  poorly 
made  and  of  all  conceivable  shapes  and  sizes,  such  waste  lumber  as  is 
available  is  being  made  up  into  new  ones  of  a  uniform  pattern,  three 
hundred  and  forty-eight  having  been  made  during  the  year.  The  four 
inch  water  mains  have  been  extended  about  one  hundred  feet,  and  a 
new  hydrant  set  in  place  of  a  defective  one  near  the  bucket  ground. 

The  prison  wall  was  in  bad  condition,  especially  on  the  outside  where, 
in  many  places,  the  stones  were  loose  and  falling  out,  and  after  careful 
inspection  it  was  decided  to  give  it  a  thorough  overhauling  by  pointing 
every  joint  with  Rosendale  cement.  This  work  has  given  steady 
employment  to  fifteen  men,  and  though  not  yet  completed  will  probably 
be  finished  before  cold  weather.  The  inside  wall  is  completed  and  has 
had  two  coats  of  yellow  wash. 

Miscellaneous. 
All  the  tin  roofs  inside  the  prison  walls  have  received  a  coat  of  paint. 
The  old  wringing  machine  in  use  in  the  laundry  has  beeti  replaced  by  a 
new  one  of  sufficient  capacity  to  do  the  work  of  the  whole  prison. 
Thirteen  new  double  bunks  have  been  made  of  iron  pipe,  and  a  cooling 
room,  twelve  by  twenty  feet,  has  been  placed  in  the  meat  cellar  for  the 
use  of  the  kitchen. 

Conclusion. 

The  officers  assigned  to  duty  in  this  department  have  evinced  a  com- 
mendable interest  in  seeing  that  work  under  their  charge  was  well  and 
substantially  done,  and  have  rendered  a  cheerful  co-operation  in  all 
measures  designed  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  State  and  the  success 
of  your  administration. 

Thanking  you  for  the  kindness  manifested  towards  me  and  for  the 
confidence  you  have  been  pleased  to  repose  innie,  I  remain,  sir, 

Respectfully  yours,        JOHN  C.  WHITE, 

Yard-master  and  Blngineer. 
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PHYSICIANS   REPORT. 

Hospital,  Auburn  Prison,  October  1,  1878. 
Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury,  Superintendent  of  State  Prisons : 

Sir — The  annual  report  of  the  medical  department  of  Auburn  prison 
for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1878,  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted. 
The  whole  number  of  convicts  in  prison  on  Oct.  1,  1877,  was  1,388. 
The  whole  number  of  convicts  received  during  the  year  was  309.  Of 
this  number  312  were  in  good  health  and  57  were  more  or  less  diseased. 
Three  hundred  and  fifty-six  were  received  from  the  Auburn  prison  dis- 
trict, 3  weve  transfers  from  Sing  Sing  and  Elmira,  1  was  recaptured, 
and  9  were  transfers  from  the  Asylum  for  Insane  Criminals,  who  had 
been  sent  from  Clinton  and  Sing  Sing  to  said  asylum. 

There  were  discharged  during  the  year,  viz. : 

By  commutation  for  good  conduct 391 

By  expiration  of  sentence 4 

By  transfer  to  Clinton 100 

"             Elmira 3 

"             asylum 17 

By  writ 1 

By  pardon 21 

By  special  commutation 14 

By  death 13 

Total 564 


Eight  of  the  deaths  were  from  consumption,  in  each  of  which  there 
was  hereditary  predisposition. 

The  general  health  of  the  convicts  during  the  year  has  been  good. 
No  epidemic  or  infectious  diseases  have  prevailed. 

Lung  and  bronchial  diseases  have  been  more  prevalent,  obstinate  and 
fatal  than  usual. 

No  case  of  fever  of  a  distinct  type  has  occurred  during  the  year. 
The  diseases  have  been  generally  characterized  by  local  congestions  of 
lungs,  liver,  kidneys  and  other  organs,  with  fever  or  inflammatory  action 
of  a  sub-acute  character.  Rheumatism,  scrofulous  affections  and  skin 
diseases  have  been  quite  common.  The  general  improvement  of  all  the 
grounds  within  the  prison  walls  together  with  the  thorough  repair  of  all 
the  buildings  and  shops,  the  sewerage  of  the  whole  prison  and  grounds 
reconstructed,  and  made  as  perfect  as  possible  with  traps,  etc.,  have 
rendered  the  prison  almost  entirely  free  from  zymotic  diseases;  and 
while  in  the  surrounding  country  malarial  diseases  have  been  more 
general  and  obstinate  than  for  many  years,  there  has  been  much  less  of 
that  class  of  diseases  in  the  prison  than  usual. 

The  food  has  been  abundant,  of  good  quality  and  well  prepared,  and 
the  agent  and  warden  has  promptly  and  fully  supplied  all  necessary 
medicines  and  stores  for  the  treatment  and  care  of  the  sick. 

The  annexed  tables  will  give  all  the  statistical  information  appertain- 
ing to  this  department. 

Respectfully  submitted.  JAMES  D.  BUTLER,  M.  D., 

Prison  Physician. 
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TABLE  No  4. 
Per  centage  of  deaths  and  pardons. 


YEARS. 

Average  number 
of  convicts  for 
year. 

to 

A 

a 

V 
T3 

<M 

o 
6 

Per    centage    of 
deaths  on  aver- 
age number    of 
convicts. 

00 

a 

o 

3 

p. 

<-t 

o 

6 
S5 

Per  cent'ge  of  par- 
dons on  average 
No.  of  convicts. 

1818 

97 
177 
199 
223 
228 
209 
328 
386 
426 
476 
547 
604 
605 
633 
646 
6(55 
666 
654 
656 
679 
661 
643 
682 
701 
709 
7*2 
775 
737 
745 
582 
497 
512 
661 
752 
759 
753 
747 
730 
686 
678 
669 
788 
&55 
856 
795 
757 
691 
532 
684 
840 
918 
951 
936 
964 
1,112 
1,107 
1,192 
1,261 
1,3S0 
1,387 
1,332 

1 

2 

3 

5 

13 

9 

2 

6 

7 

9 

9 

6 

18 

15 

12 

11 

11 

10 

18 

19 

15 

10 

14 

9 

7 

11 

10 

11 

30 

15 

12 

6 

10 

16 

12 

18 

19 

16 

8 

6 

14 

13 

13 

13 

18 

18 

15 

4 

3 

15 

10 

11 

6 

8 

8 

12 

15 

19 

30 

16 

13 

1.06 
1.13 
1.50 
2.24 
5.70 
3.34 
0.61 
1.55 

1  64 
1.89 
1.64 
0.99 
2.97 
2.37 
1.86 
1.65 
1.65 
1.53 
2.71 
2.79 
2.25 
1.55 
2.05 
1.28 
0.98 
1.34 
1.29 
1.49 
4.65 

2  57 
2.41 
1.17 
1   51 
2.12 
1.58 
2.39 
2.54 
2.19 
1.16 
0.88 
2.09 
1.65 
1.52 
1.32 
2.26 
2.30 
2.17 
0.75 
0.43 
1.78 
1.08 
1.15 

0  64 
0.&3 
0.72 

1  08 
1.25 
1.50 
2.17 
1.08 
0.97 

"49 
54 
45 
35 
57 
14 
33 
35 
38 
38 

"35 

"55 

'  '22 
55 
85 
64 
62 
86 
47 
50 
53 
39 
25 
39 
29 
20 
50 
54 
61 
48 
33 
50 
18 
32 
45 
17 
22 
26 
28 
26 
35 

1819       

18>0    

1821 

1822 

1824 

1826 

1827 

1830 

1831    

1832    

1833 

7.35 

1835    

8.25 

1836    

6.86 

1837 

5.15 

1838    

8.52 

1839    *. 

2.17 

1840 

4.83 

1841 

4.99 

1842 

5  36 

1843 

5.25 

1844 

1845 

1846 

4.65 

1847 

1848    

11.06 

1849    

1850 

3.32 

1851 

7.31 

1852 t 

11.19 

1853 

8.59 

18.54    

8  30 

11.78 

6.85 

1857 

7.37 

1858    

7.95 

4.94 

I860 

2.92 

1861 

2.55 

1862 

3.66 

1863 

2  64 

1864 

7.23 

1865 

10.15 

1866 

8.91 

1867 

5  71 

1868 

3.59 

1869 

5  24 

1870 

1.98 

1871  

3.41 

1872 

4.04 

1873 

1.54 

1874      

1.84 

1875 

2.06 

1876 

2.03 

1877 

1.87 

1878 

2.62 

Note. — As  to  the  years  left  blank  under  the  head  of  pardons,  the  records  were  not  accessible. 

Total  number  of  deaths  for  whole  time  (viz.,  sixty-one  years)  since  foundation  of  prison. .  715 

Average  yearly  per  centage  of  deaths  since*  foundation  of  prison 1.77 

Average  for  this  year 0.97 

Average  yearly  per  centage  of  pardons 5.51 

Average  for  this  year , 2.82 


5  2  RE  FOR  T  OF  TU  E  SUFERIKTE.\  D  EAT  OF  STA  TE  Pill  SOX S. 

CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 

Auburn  Prison,  September  30,  1878. 
To  the  Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury, 

Superintendent  of  Prisons  for  the  State  of  New  York  : 

Dear  Sir  —  In  presenting  my  annual  report  to  you  of  this  institution 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1878,  nothing  can  be  more 
becoming  than  to  make  our  acknowledgments  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
for  the  benefits  of  the  past  year. 

The  remarkably  good  health  of  the  inmates  of  this  prison,  the  perfect 
order,  the  cleanliness  and  care  manifested  in  every  department,  surely 
should  be  gratefully  mentioned.  There  have  been  only  thirteen  deaths 
during  the  past  year.  On  the  death  of  a  prisoner  we  hold  regular 
religious  services  such  as  are  usually  held  on  the  death  of  a  citizen 
outside. 

Religious  Services. 

We  have  a  Sabbath  school  attended  by  about  250  prisoners,  at  eight 
o'clock  every  Sabbath  morning.  This  school  is  taught  by  the  students 
from  the  theological  seminary,  and  a  few  Christian  gentlemen  of  the 
city,  who  are  well  qualified  to  teach.  The  school  continues  one  hour  with 
good  results.  At  nine  a.  m.  public  service  is  held  in  the  chapel,  when 
nearly  all  the  prisoners  are  present.  The  whole  congregation  joins  in 
singing,  with  good  effect  upon  themselves.  The  services  are  according 
to  the  usages  of  ordinary  congregations  met  for  public  worship. 

We  visit  the  hospital  frequently,  and  stand  ready  to  aid  and  comfort 
any  who  may  desire  our  services. 

Special  attention  is  paid  to  those  who  have  just  come  into  prison, 
urging  them  to  resolve  on  leading  a  new  life  and  turn  from  every  evil 
way.  By  kind  words  we  seek  to  get  the  man  back  to  himself,  to  be 
honest  with  himself  and  true  to  his  convictions  of  right. 

Our  Library. 

Our  library  is  too  small  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  us  for  read- 
ing matter.  We  have  done  the  best  we  could  with  thfe.  appropriation 
made  by  the  Legislature  at  its  last  session,  but  we  are  still  in  want  of 
books.  The  convicts  greatly  desire  to  read,  and  nothing  tends  more 
directly  to  aid  in  the  discipline  of  the  prison  and  to  improve  the  moral 
condition  of  the  prisoners,  than  plenty  of  good  reading  matter.  An 
annual  appropriation  of  from  five  hundred  to  a  thousand  dollars  is  indis- 
pensable to  a  good  library. 

Correspondence. 

The  correspondence  between  the  prisoners  and  their  friends  is  very 
great.  The  nearly  1,200  convicts  writing  every  six  weeks  with  extra 
letters  written  by  permission  of  the  agent  and  warden  and  myself 
make  an  average  of  750  outgoing  letters  per  month  ;  those  we  read, 
register  and  mail.  The  number  of  incoming  is  still  larger.  Those  we 
also  read,  label  and  deliver  to  the  convicts  twice  a  week. 
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Discipline. 

The  discipline  of  the  prison,  if  I  may  allude  to  it,  is  mild  but  firm 
and  effective. 

The  commutation  law  has  a  very  favorable  effect  on  the  conduct  of  the 
prisoners.  In  many  of  the  outgoing  letters  they  express  the  hope  and 
manifest  the  desire  to  earn  their  short  time.  But,  sir,  in  furnishing 
work  for  those  men,  you  and  your  worthy  agent,  Mr.  Welles,  have  done 
more  to  produce  the  good  order  we  now  see  in  this  prison  than  anything 
else  that  can  be  named. 

Labor  is  as  much  an  auxiliary  to  virtue  as  it  is  a  means  of  support. 
Howard,  the  renowned  philanthropist,  used  to  say,  "  Make  men  dili- 
gent and  they  will  be  honest."  Unless  prisoners  acquire  habits  of 
industry  and  a  liking  for  some  kind  of  labor,  little  hope  can  be  enter- 
tained of  their  conduct  after  their  liberation.  Good  resolutions  are  all 
right,  but  if  unsupported  by  habits  of  honest  and  useful  toil  they  will 
prove  wholly  fallacious.  The  convict  must  learn  how  to  honestly  sup- 
port himself  after  his  release,  by  manly  toil,  and  as  his  labor,  like  the 
labor  of  all  other  workmen,  will  come  in  competition  with  that  of  the 
whole  laboring  community,  he  must  work  as  they  do ;  he  must  be  up  as 
early  and  toil  as  unremitting  as  those  around  him.  This  he  will  not  be 
likely  to  do  unless  industrious  habits  are  formed  while  servin^put  his 
time.  Idleness,  so  far  as  useful  employments  were  concerned,  nas  been 
the  bane  of  a  large  portion  of  our  convict  family.  Now,  when  those 
men  by  their  crime  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  State,  what  shall  be  done 
with  them  ?  Should  the  State  simply  suspend  their  operations  and 
allow  them  to  fester  on  in  the  lazy  indolent  manner,  as  many  of  them 
were  allowed  to  do  when  you  took  charge  of  our  prisons  ?  The  prison- 
ers themselves,  sir,  are  grateful  to  you  for  giving  them  employment. 

Work,  then,  is  the  cure  for  unrest  and  disorder  in  the  prisons  of  the 
land.  It  is  a  poor  argument  offered  by  some  that  the  employment  of 
convicts  militates  against  the  interest  of  the  workingman  outside,  for  if 
you  scatter  the  men  now  in  our  prisons  in  this  State  over  its  broad  acres 
the  people  would  n  t  be  conscious  of  their  presence,  provided  they  were 
honest  and  industrious. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  find  myself  associated  with  officers 
so  attentive  to  their  appropriate  duties,  and  so  gentlemanly  in  their 
deportment. 

The  agent  and  warden,  Mr.  Welles,  is  regarded  as  a  very  prompt 
business  man,  and  by  every  act  of  his  he  is  complimenting  your  judg- 
ment in  placing  him  in  so  responsible  a  position. 

To  you,  dear  sir,  permit  me  to  make  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for 
the  prompt  and  efficient  aid  you  have  rendered  me  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties  as  chaplain  of  this  prison.  The  usual  statistical  tables  are 
herewith  appended. 

Most  truly, 

W.  SEARLS, 

Chaplain. 
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Table  No.  1. 

Total  number  in  Auburn  Prison,  September  30th,  1878. 

White 1,126 

Colored 60 

Indian 7 

Total 1,193 


Table  No.  2. — Showing  their  Nativity. 


Born  in  the  United  States. 


California , 

Connecticut 

District  of  Columbia 

Delaware , 

Georgia , 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maryland 

Missot^i , 

Michigan 

Maine  ..." , 


1 

11 
2 
2 
2 
9 
4 
4 
2 
14 
3 
4 
2 


Massachusetts. . 
New  Jersey...  . 

Nebraska 

New  York 

North  Carolina. 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania. . . 
Rhode  Island  . . 
South  Carolina. 

Texas  

Virginia 

Vermont 

Wisconsin 


15 

15 

1 

719 

2 

12 

36 
5 
1 
1 

10 
6 
1 


Total. 


884 


Born  in  other  countries. 


At  sea 

Austria 
Canada 

Cuba 

Denmark., , 
England  . . . 

France 

Finland  .  . . 
Germany  . 
Gibraltar  . , 
Hungary  . . 
Holland 
Ireland 


Total 


1 

3 

42 

2 
3 

48 
14 

1 
58 
1 
1 
1 
95 


Italy 

Malta 

Mexico 

Nova  Scotia 

New  Brunswick. 
Netherlands 

Poland 

Scotland 

Spain  

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Wales 

West  Indies 


Recapitulation. 


Bom  in  the  United  States. 
Born  in  other  countries. . . . 


13 
1 
1 

2 
2 
1 
4 
6 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 


309 


Total 


884 
309 


1,193 


Table  No.  3. — Exhibit  of  Crime. 

Against  the  person. 

Assault  to  kill 46 

Assault  to  rape 16 

Assault  with  deadly  weapons 1 

Assault,  felonious 4 
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Assault  to  harm 26 

Assault  and  abduction 1 

Burglary  and  rape 3 

Bigamy 9 

Incest  6 

Manslaughter,  various  degrees 24 

Mayhem   1 

Murder,  various  degrees 42 

Producing  miscarriage 1 

Rape 49 

Seduction 1 

Sodomy  1 

Total 231 


Against  property. 

Arson  and  attempts 34 

Burglary  and  attempts 283 

Burglary  and  larceny 160 

Burglary  and  larceny,  and  receiving  stolen  goods 11 

Embezzlement 2 

False  pretences 6 

Forgery 53 

Grand  larceny  and  attempts 192 

Larceny  from  the  person  and  attempts 29 

Larceny  after  felony 5 

Petty  larceny,  second  offence 34 

Receiving  stolen  goods 14 

Total 823 


Against  person  and  property. 

Misplacing  railroad  switch 2 

Obstructing  railroad 1 

Perjury,  subornation  of 2 

Robbery  and  attempts 128 

Stoning  railroad  carriages 2 

Total 135 

Against  government. 

Making  and  selling  obscene  pictures 1 

Assisting  an  escape  from  jail 1 

Carrying  deadly  weapons 1 

Counterfeiting 1 

Total 4 


Recapitulation. 

Crime  against  the  person  231 

Crime  against  person  and  property 135 

Crime  against  property 823 

Crime  against  government 4 

Total 1,193 
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Table  No.  4. 

Counties  where  convicted. 


Allegany 

Broome 

Clinton 

Cayuga 

Chautauqua. 
Cattaraugus. 
Chemung  .  .. 

Cortland 

Chenango . . . 
Delaware .  . . 
Dutchess .... 

Erie 

Genesee 

Herkimer  . . . 
Jefferson  .... 

Kings 

Lewis 

Livingston.  . . 

Monroe 

Madison 

New  York. . . 
Niagara  .... 


10 

7 

1 

12 

16 

32 

43 

11 

12 

12 

1 

174 

21 

29 

27 

9 

11 

15 

60 

29 

309 

34 


Oneida  .... 
Onondaga . . 
Ontario 
Orleans  .... 

Orange 

Oswego . 

Otsego 

Putnam .... 

Queens 

Richmond. . 

Seneca , 

Suffolk , 

Schuyler 

Steuben 

Tioga 

Tompkins  . . 

Ulster 

Wayne 

Wyoming  . . 
Westchester 
Yates 


58 

54 

20 

10 

8 

33 

13 

1 

12 

7 

3 

3 

7 

14 

18 

5 

2 

21 

11 

15 

3 


Total 1,198 


Table  No.  5. 

Showing  terms  of  sentence. 

One  year  and  less  than  two 31 

Two  years  and  less  than  three 117 

Three  years  and  less  than  four 135 

Four  years  and  less  than  five 147 

Five  years  and  less  than  six 308 

Six  years  and  less  than  seven 30 

Seven  years  and  less  than  eight 74 

Eight  years  and  less  than  nine 47 

Nine  years  and  less  than  ten 4 

Ten  years  and  less  than  eleven 106 

Eleven  years  and  less  than  twelve 3 

Twelve  years  and  less  than  fourteen 14 

Fourteen  years  and  less  than   fifteen 2 

Fifteen  years  and  less  than  seventeen • 45 

Seventeen  years  and  less  than  eighteen ~. 4 

Eighteen  years  and  less  than  nineteen 12 

Nineteen  years  and  less  than  twenty 3 

Twenty  years  and  less  than  twenty-five 54 

Twenty-five  years  and  less  than  thirty 1 

Life 56 

Total 1,193 


Table  No.  6. 

/Showing  age  when  convicted. 

Fifteen  years  and  less  than  sixteen 2 

Sixteen  years  and  less  than  seventeen 8 

Seventeen  years  and  less  than  eighteen 18 

Eighteen  years  and  less  than  twenty 97 

Twenty  years  and  less  than  twenty-five 380 
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Twenty-five  years  and  less  than  thirty 298 

Thirty  years  and  less  than  forty 240 

Forty  years  and  less  than  fifty 102 

Fifty  years  and  less  than  sixty 40 

Sixty  years  and  less  than  seventy 7 

Seventy  years  and  upwards 1 

Total 


,193 


Table  No.  7. 
Showing  previous  occupation. 


Artist 

Actors 

Agents 

Bakers 

Brick  makers 

Barbers 

Barkeepers 

Blacksmiths  and  iron  workers.... 

Brass  worker 

Boatmen 

Bricklayers 

Brakemen 

Book-keepers  and  clerks 

Ban  ker 

Broom  makers 

Brewer 

Butchers 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Caulker  

Cigar  makers 

Cooks  

Civil  engineers 

Cabinet  makers 

Coopers  

Deputy  sheriff. 

Dentist 

Druggist 

Engineers 

Farmers 

Firemen 

Gardeners] 

(41ass  blowers 

Harness  makers 

Hatters 

Laborers 

Lath  and  plasterers 


1 

2 

7 

13 

4 

25 

12 

25 

1 

23 

14 

2 

40 

1 

2 

1 

20 

51 

1 

23 

11 

4 

6 

5 

1 

1 

1 

15 

57 

9 

8 

8 

6 

2 

435 
3 


Lawyers  

Lumbermen 

Masons  and  stone  cutters 

Merchants 

Machinists ....*. , 

Moulders 

Millers 

Ostlers 

Physicians 

Plumbers  and  gas  fitters. . , 

Printers , 

Professor  of  languages 

Peddlers 

Painters 

Paper  hangers , 

Sail  makers , 

Seamen , 

Shoemakers , 

Silver  platers , 

Schoolmasters  

Tailors 

Tinsmiths 

Teamsters , 

Turner 

Telegraph  operators 

Tanners 

Upholsterers , 

Umbrella  maker , 

Weavers  and  spinners 

Waiters 

Watchmakers  and  jewelers 

Wagon  makers 

Wood  carvers , 


:> 

10 

14 

1 

13 

30 

2 

4 

28 

46 

2 

3 

14 

7 

33 

1 

3 

6 

7 

1 

9 

14 

3 

3 

7 


Total. 


1,193 


Table  No.  8. 

Showing  their  education. 

Academical 38 

Collegiate   13 

Common  school 531 

High  school * 32 

No  education  149 

Read  and  write 270 

Read  only 160 

\  

Total 1,193 
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Table  No.  9. 

Habits. 

Intemperate  416 

Moderate 342 

Temperate • 435 

Total 1,193 

Table  No.  10. 

Social  relations. 

Married 435 

Single 758 

Total 1,193 

Table  No.  11. 

How  often  committed. 

For  the  first  time 975 

For  the  second  time 176 

For  the  third  time 28 

For  the  fourth  time 10 

For  the  fifth  time '. 3 

For  the  sixth  time 1 

Total 1,193 


CLINTON  PRISON. 


Clinton  Prison,  ) 

Dannemora,  N.  Y.,  October  1,  1878.  / 

Hon.  L.  D.  Pilsbury,  Superintendent  of  State  Prisons  : 

I  submit  for  your  consideration  the  annual  report  of  this  prison  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  September  30th,  1878,  in  accordance  with  laws  of 
this  State.  My  appointment  as  agent  and  warden  took  effect  March  1, 
1878 ;  after  five  months  of  the  year  had  passed.  *  I  have,  therefore, 
divided  the  financial  statement  into  two  (2)  parts,  viz.  :  First  five 
months  under  the  former  agent  and  warden,  and  remaining  seven  under 
present  agent  and  warden. 


RECEIPT8. 

Expenditures. 

MONTHS. 

M    D. 

P.  D. 

Total. 

M.  D. 

P.  D. 

Total. 

8190  98 

359  76 

4.5  54 

1,668  96 

789  -27 

8568  52 
40!)  -24 
566  27 
494  5-2 
482  74 

8759  50 

829  00 

609  81 

2,158  48 

1,272  01 

8401  26 

812,557  50 

812,958  76 
9,933  94 
9,007  70 
9,331  17 

November 

December 

January 



5,368  86 

85,628  80 

846,600  43 

Disbursed  first  five  months 846,600  43 

Receipts 5,628  80 

Deficiency 840,971  63 


Receipts. 

Expenditures. 

MONTHS. 

M.  D. 

P.  D. 

Total. 

M.  D. 

P.  D. 

Total. 

8843  80 
768  53 
2,437  93 
2,243  86 
666  40 
1,397  34 
5,487  15 

8392  89 
244  48 
461  60 
715  72 
772  48 
1,806  os 
2,271  97 

81,236  69 
1,014  01 
2,899  53 
2,959  58 
1,438  83 
3,203  42 
7,759  07 

88,000  00 

85,749  20 

April 

6,863  89 

May 

7,876  22 
8,369  98 

June 

Julv 

9,061  53 

8,621  92 

September 

10,024  40 

820,511  13 

856,567  14 

- 

Disbursed  seven  months. 
Receipts  seven  months. . . 


856,567  14 
20,511  13 


Deficiency 836,056  01 


Deficiency  for  li™  months. .. 
Deficiency  for  seven  month*. 


$40,971  63 
36,056  01 

877,027  64 


6  0         Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sta  te  Prisons. 

There  has  been  an  average  daily  population  of  615  men.  Three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  men  have  been  received  and  282  discharged 
during  the  year.  It  has  cost  10«4  cents  per  day  per  man  for  rations, 
and  the  total  cost  of  rations,  clothing,  police  duty,  &c,  has  been  45^ 
cents  per  day  per  man. 

On  the  first  of  March  there  was  a  contract  entered  into  with  Wm. 
Carroll  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  to  furnish  450  men  for  the  purpose  of  man- 
ufacturing "  fur  hats."  Work  was  immediately  commenced  on  the  old 
shoe  shop,  which  stood  on  the  hill  back  of  the  agent's  house ;  it  was 
taken  down  and  moved  to  the  west  end  of  the  old  "rolling  mill"  and 
connected  with  it.  The  forge  and  rolling  mill  were  put  in  repair  and 
they  make  a  factory  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  used. 
It  was  feared  that  it  would  be  a  severe  task  to  enforce  the  discipline  that 
was  desired,  as  the  men  had  been  locked  all  winter  and  the  work  that 
they  had  formerly  been  employed  at  was  of  such  a  character  that  it 
was  impossible  to  enforce  discipline;  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  men, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  have  conducted  themselves  well  and  obeyed 
all  the  rules  laid  down  for  them. 

The  railroad  from  Plattsburgh  to  this  place,  which  has  been  in  the 
course  of  construction,  has  had  an  average  of  sixty-five  men  per  day 
grading  it  and  building  the  "  trestle,"  with  no  escapes  and  no  attempts, 
although  being  at  times  two  miles  from  the  prison  and  in  the  woods. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  the  deficiency  for  the  coming  year  will  be  still 
further  reduced,  and  in  time  this  prison  will  be  a  source  of  revenue  to 
the  State.  * 

I  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  the 
clerk,  principal  keeper,  physician  and  chaplain,  for  tables,  &c. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  SCRIPTURE, 

Agent  and  Warden. 


PRINCIPAL  KEEPER'S  REPORT. 

Principal  Keeper's  Office,      ) 
Clinton  Prison,  October  1,  1878.  / 
To  the  Hon.  Superintendent  of  State  Prisons :  • 

Sir — Agreeable  to  custom,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  September  30,  1878,  the  time  of  opening  and  closing  the 
Clinton  state  prison,  the  average  number  of  working  hours  per  day  in 
each  month,  as  also  the  number  of  escapes  and  recaptures,  all  of  which 
is  respectfully  submitted  below  in  tabular  form. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MOON, 

Principal  Keeper. 
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• 

Time 

■TABLE. 

Time  of 
unlocking. 

Time  of      *« 
locking  up.  «g* 

Wash- 
ing 
time. 

For  break- 
fast and 
dinner. 

Time 

of  daily 

labor. 

Oct  1, 1877,  to  Dec.  1, 1877 

A.  M. 
6.40 
7.00 
6.40 
6.40 

P.M. 

5.00 
4.00 
5.00 
6.00 

M. 

15 
15 
15 
15 

M. 

5 
5 
5 
5 

H.    M. 

45 
45 
45 
45 

H.  M. 

9.15 

Dec   1 ,  1877,  to  March  1 ,  1878 

March  1,  1778,  to  April  1,  1878 

April  1,  1878,  to  Sept.  30,  1878 

8.55 

9.55 

10.55 

Statement 
/Showing  the  name  of  convict  who  escaped  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Sep- 


tember 30,  1878. 


NAME. 

Date  of 
conviction. 

Term. 

Date 
of  escape. 

Remarks. 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

William  H.  Stevens 

June  22,  1877 

5 

Aug.  14,  1878 

Captured  Aug.  19, 1878. 

CLERK'S  REPORT. 

Dannemora,  October  1,  1878. 
To  Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury,  Superintendent  State  Prisons  : 

Sir — In  accordance  with  law,  I  make  the  following  report  of  the 
department  under  my  charge  in  this  prison,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
September  30,  1878.  "  CHAS.  F.  TOWNER,  Clerk. 

Financial. 
Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand  October  1,  1877 $31  68 

To  treasurer's  drafts  during  year 102,751  66 

To  small  sales  and  deposits 5,349  93 

To  cash  received  from  contract  labor 3,896  48 

$112,029  75 

By  expended  for :  Cr. 

Salaries,  estimate  No.  1 $37,761  86 

Rations,  estimate  No.  2 34,805  28 

Materials,  tools,  etc.,  estimate  No.  3 8,493  02 

Stationery,  estimate  No.  4 437  82 

Mileage,  discharged  convicts,  etc,  estimate  No.  5 4,196  04 

Furniture,  estimate  No.  6 1,182  71 

Drugs,  etc.,  estimate  No.  7 545  92 

Clothing  and  bedding,  estimate  No.  8 2,302  27 

Fuel  and  lights,  estimate  No.  10 1,132  97 

Hay  and  feed,  estimate  No.  11 1,537  87 

Miscellaneous,  estimate  No.  12 10,370  55 

By  deposited  to  credit  Treasurer  State  of  New  York, 

from  all  sources.  (See  table  1)  9,246  41 

By  cash  on  hand  September  30,  1878 17  03 

$112,029  75 
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Special  Appropriations. 

On  hand  at  Amount  ex- 
last  report,  pended. 

Heating  appropriation $110  69  $106  41 

Plank-road  appropriation 429  25  

Amount  received. 

Building  appropriation 3,000  00  2,468  69 


Amount  on 
hand. 

$4  28 
429  25 


531  31 


Manufacturing  Department. 

Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand  October  1,  1877 $23  55 

To  treasurer's  draft 384  45 

To  receipts  from  sale  of  nails  and  sundry  articles 
belonging  to  the  department 16,886  78 

Cr. 

By  vouchers  returued  to  Comptroller §401  26 

By  cash  deposited  to  credit  Treasurer  State  of 

N.  Y 16,886  78 

By  unexpended   balance  returned  to  Comp- 
troller Nov.  15, 1877,  and  credited  as  receipts,  6  74 


17,294  78 


17,294  78 


TABLE  No.  2, 

Showing  receipts  and  expenditures  at  Clinton  prison  for  fiscal  year  ending 

September  30,  1878. 


Receipts. 

MONTHS. 

Expenditures. 

Mannfac-  i    p  ■ 
turing.     1 

Total. 

Manufac- 
turing. 

Prison. 

Total. 

$190  98 

35!)  76 

43  54 

1,663  96 

789  27 

843  SO 

769  53 

2,437  93 

2,243  86 

666  40 

1,397  34 

5,487  15 

8568  52 
469  24 
566  27 
494  52 
482  74 
392  89 
244  48 
461  60 
715  72 
772  43 
1,806  08 
2,271  92 

8769  50 
829  00 
609  81 
2,158  48 
1,272  01 
1,236  69 
1,014  01 
2,899  53 
2,9">9  ">s 
1,438  83 
3,203  42 
7,759  07 

October,    1877, 

April,            "     

Mav,             "     

Jnly,            "    

Total 

8401  26 

812,557  50 
9,933  94 
9,007  70 
9,331  17 

6.368  86 
5,749  20 
6,863  89 
7,876  22 

8.369  98 
9,061  53 
8,621  92 

10,024  40 

812,958  76 
9,933  94 
9,007  70 
9,331  17 

5.368  86 
5,749  20 
6,863  89 
7.876  22 

8.369  98 
9,061  53 
8,621  92 

10,024  40 

816,893  52 

89,246  41 

826, 139  93 

(3401  26 

8102,766  31 

8 103, 167  57 

Expenditures. 

Manufacturing $401  26 

Prison 102,766  31 

Total  (carried forward) $103,167  57 
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Amount  brought  forward $103,167  57 

Receipts. 

Manufacturing $16,893  52 

Prison 9,246  41 

: 26,139  93 


Deficiency  for  year $77,027  64 


The  number  of  convicts  in  this  prison  October  1,  1877,  was 566 

There  were  received  during  the  year 365 


The  number  discharged  was : 

By  commutation  earned  for  good  conduct 210 

By  commutation  granted  by  Governor 4 

By  expiration  of  sentence 7 

By  pardon 12 

By  transferred  to  Sing  Sing  30 

By  transferred  to  asylum 5 

By  order  of  court 1 

Died 12 

Escaped 1 


931 
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Remaining  in  prison  September  30,  1878 649 


Employed  as  follows : 

From  June  (and  before  that  time,  State  work),  on  hat  contract 243 

From  June  (and  before  that  time,  State  work),  building  railroad 65 

State  work  and  waiters 245 

Cripples,  and  unable  to  work 63 

Sick  in  hospital 33 


649 


The  daily  average  during  the  year 615 


TABLE  No.  3. 

Convicts  received  at  Clinton  Prison  during  year  ending  September  30,  1878, 
showing  crimes  for  which  they  were  convicted. 

Crimes  against  property  : 

Grand  larceny 93 

Burglary,  1st  degree 43 

Burglary,  2d  degree 16 

Burglary,  3d  degree 73 

Burglary  and  larceny 10 

Petit,  2d  offense 1 

Forgery,  3d  degree 10 

246 

Against  persons  : 

Murder,  1st  degree 2 

Murder,  2d  degree 4 

Manslaughter,  1st  degree 1 

Manslaughter,  2d  degree 1 

Manslaughter,  3d  degree  2 

Rape  and  attempts 11 


Clinton  Prison.  65 


Buggery 2 

Incest   1 

Felonious  assault 31 

Procuring  abortion 1 

Petit  larceny  from  person 21 

Kidnapping  child 1 

Mayhem 2 

Bigamy 2 


82 


Against  persons  and  property  : 

Robbery,  1st  degree 17 

Aiding  to  escape 1 

Stoning  railroad  train 2 

jArson,  3d  degree • 5 

Trespass  on  railroad 1 

"Receiving  stolen  goods 5 

Fa  lse  pretenses 5 

Aiding  and  abetting  in  obtaining  money  from  county  wrongfully 1 


37 


Recapitulation. 

Against  property 246 

Against  persons 82 

Against  persons  and  property 37 

365 


TABLE  No.  4. 

Convicts  received  at  Clinton  Prison  during  year  ending  September  30,  1878, 

showing  the  term  of  sentence. 

One  year 22 

Between  one  and  two  years 15 

T\v<  i  years 33 

Between  two  and  three  years 38 

Three  years 42 

Bet  ween  three  and  four  years 28 

Four  years 28 

Between  four  and  five  years 15 

Five  years 60 

Six  years 5 

Between  six  and  seven  years 4 

Seven  years 14 

Between  seven  and  eight  years 1 

Eight  years 7 

Between  eight  and  nine  years 3 

Ten  years 28 

Eleven  years 1 

Twelve  years 2 

Between  fourteen  and  fifteen  years 1 

Fifteen  years 2 

Eighteen  years 1 

Twenty   years 7 

Twenty-five  years 1 

Thirty-five  years 1 

Life 6 

365 
5 
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TABLE  No.  5. 

Showing  counties  where  convicted. 

Albany 11 

Broome 1 

Columbia 8 

Clinton 3 

Chautauqua 1 

Cayugal 1 

Chem  nng 2 

Dutchess 2 

Essex 3 

Erie 10 

Fulton f> 

Franklin 2 

Greene 4 

Genesee 2 

Herkimer 2 

Jefl'erson 

Kings 4 

Lewis 11 

Livingston 1 

Montgomery 10 

Monroe 1 

New  York 189 

Niagara 1 

Onondaga 5 

Oneida 

Otsego 3 

Oswego 2 

Orange 1 

Rensselaer 14 

St.  Lawrence 7 

Saratoga 10 

Sullivan 4 

Schenectady 14 

Schuyler 1 

Schoharie 2 

Suffolk 1 

Seneca  1 

Tioga 2 

Ulster 1 

Washington 7 

Warren 5 

Westchester  \ 1 


365 


Table  No.  6. 

Showing  nativity. 

New  York 218 

Connecticut 

Ohio 

Vermont 

Illinois 

Virginia  

Pennsylvania 1 

Massachusetts 

New  Jersey 

New  Hampshire 


Clinton  Prison. 


Delaware  .... 

Rhode  Island 
Maryland  . . . 
Louisiana.  ... 
Tennessee.... 


Ireland 

England 

Canada 

Sweden 

Germany. . . , 

Fiance  

Norway  .... 
Switzerland 

Saxony 

Austria 

Africa , 

Italy 

At  sea 


Born  in  the  United  States 
Born  in  other  countries  .. 


Recapitulation. 


07 


270 


33 
14 

7 
3 
21 
2 
1 
1 
2 
5 
1 
4 
1 


95 


270 
95 

365 


Table  No.  7. 

/Showing  ages. 

Sixteen  years  of  age 1 

Seventeen  years  of  age 1 

Eighteen  years  of  age 15 

Nineteen  years  of  age 16 

Twenty  years  of  age 12 

Twenty-one  years  of  age 18 

Twenty-two  years  of  age 23 

Twenty- three  years  of  age 16 

Twenty-four  years  of  age 27 

Twenty -five  years  of  age 17 

Twenty-six  years  of  age 10 

Twenty-seven  years  of  age 24 

Twenty-eight  years  of  age 22 

Twenty-nine  years  of  age 6 

Thirty  years  of  age 15 

Thirty-one  years  of  age 5 

Thirty-two  years  of  age 9 

Thirty-three  years  of  age 7 

Thirty-four  years  of  age 9 

Thirty-five  years  of  age 9 

Thirty-six  years  of  age 9 

Thirty-seven  years  of  age 8 

Thirty-eight  years  of  age 5 

Thirty-nine  ye  are  of  age  . .-» 3 

Forty  years  of  age 4 

Forty-one  years  of  age 3 

Forty-two  years  of  age 4 

Forty-three  years  of  age 2 

Forty-four  years  of  age 4 

Forty-five  years  of  age 4 

Forty-six  years  of  age 7 
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Forty-seven  years  of  age :> 

Forty-eight  yeare  of  age 2 

Forty-nine  years  of  age 2 

Fifty  years  of  age 5 

Fifty-one  years  of  age 2 

Fifty-two  years  of  age 2 

Fifty-three  years  of  age 2 

Fifty-four  years  of  age 2 

Fifty-five  ye  are  of  age 2 

Fifty-six  years  of  age 2 

Fifty-seven  years  of  age 2 

Fifty-eight  years  of  age 1 

Fifty-nine  years  of  age 3 

Sixty  years  of  age 1 

Sixty-one  years  of  age 4 

Sixty-three  yeare  of  age 2 

Sixty-four  yeare  of  age 2 

Sixty-tive  years  of  age 3 

Sixty-seven  years  of  age 4 

Seventy  yeare  of  age 1 

Seventy-six  years  of. age 1 

Seventy-nine  yeare  of  age 1 

Eighty-five  years  of  age k 1 


365 


TABLE  No.  8. 

Showing  how  often  convicted. 

First  time 253 

Second  time 95 

Third  time 9 

Fourth  time 6 

Fifth  time 2 


365 


TABLE  No.  9. 

Showing  their  color. 

White 349 

Black 16 


365 


TABLE  No.  10. 

Showing  degree  of  education. 

Read  and  write 299 

Read  and  not  write 18 

No  education 48 


365 

TABLE  No.  11. 

Showing  their  habits. 

Temperate 78 

Moderate 131 

Intemperate ; 156 

365 


Clinton  Prison. 


TABLE  No.  12. 
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Showing  whether  idle  or  employed  at  arrest. 

Employed 159 

Idle 206 


365 


TABLE  No.  13. 

Showing  their  previous  occupation. 


Farmers 40 

Laborer 46 

Teamsters 11 

Stove  mounter 2 

Liveryman 1 

Storekeeper 1 

Blacksmiths 4 

k-keepers 18 

Sailors 10 

Tailors •"» 

Carpenters 12 


g 

7 

5 

2 

3 

8 

2 

11 

2 

6 

8 

2 

6 

6 

1 

2 

4 

6 

5 

2 

10 

Weavei^s 

o 

1 

Sa  wyer  

4 

2» 

6 

1 

Miner 1 

Cotton  workers 3 

Waiters 5 

Baggage  master 1 


Mission  agent 1 

Interpreter 1 

Minister  . . 1 

Peddlers.  . .' 10 


Wood  carver 

Bell-hanger 

Reporter 

Barbers 

Watchman 

Speculator 

Horse  dealer 

Book-binder 

Harness  makers. 

Card-writer 

Boot-black 

Merchants 

Safe  maker 

Cabinet  makers., 

Salesmen 

Junk  dealer 

Brass  finisher  .  .. 


Pilot 

Physicians 

Firemen 

ut-ri'dit  man 


1 
2 

6H 
1 


1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
4 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 

Coopers 2 

4 
2 
2 
1 

3 

l 
l 
l 
l 

3 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 


Printers 

Silversmiths 

Spinners 

Basket  maker 

Brush  makers 

Shipper 

Sewing-machine  operator, 

Fruit  dealer , 

Carver , 

Box  makers 

Frame  maker 

Hatter 

Hair  worker 

Gambler , 

Liquor  dealer, 


Expressman 1 

Roofer 

Jockey  

Teacher  

Artist   

Hotel-keeper 


Total 365 
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TABLE  No.  14. 

Names  of  convicts  who  have  been  pardoned  during  the  year. 


County  where 
convicted. 

Date  of 
conviction. 

Term. 

Date  of  par- 

NAMES. 

Yrs. 

Mob. 

don. 

W.  H.  Webster  (U.  S.) 

Columbia I  May    11,1876 

Albany Jan.    20.  i>77 

Saratoga j  Dec.   22, 1869 

Queens    Nov.    30,1869 

Westchester 1  Feb.    17.1874 

5 
2 

2d 
Life 

13 
5 
7 
3 

10 
2 
o 

10 

"i 

Oct.  9, 1877 
Oct.  20,  1877 
Nov.     23.  1*77 

Jan.  22,  1878 
Jan.      22,  1878 

St.  Lawrence 

June  29,  1875 
Oct.     22,1874- 
Dec.    18,  1876 
July    12,  1875 
Sept.  26,  1877 
April  26,  1*77 
June  11,  1874 

Jan.  23.  1-73 
April  20,  1878 
May  11,1878 
June  21,  1878 
July  3,  187S 
Aug.  9,  1878 
Sept.     25,  1S78 

TABLE  No.  15. 

Names  of  convicts  whose  sentences  have  been  commuted. 


County  where 
convicted. 

Date  of 
conviction. 

Term. 

Date  of  dis- 

NAMES. 

Yrs. 

charge." 
Mos. 

Kichard  June 

Rensselaer 

Oct.     22,  1874 
June   15,  1877 
Dec.    16,  1875 
Feb.    19,  1*77 

7 
5 
5 
4 

....  !  Dec.     15. 1*77 

....      April    16.  1778 

4      April    16.  1*78 

Aug.     18,  1>73 

TABLE  No.  16. 

Names  of  convicts  who  have  died  during  the  year. 


County  where 
convicted. 

« 

Date  of 
conviction. 

TfiKM. 

NAMES. 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

Date  of  death. 

W.  D.  Freeman 

April  20,  1877 
June   14,  1877 
Dec.    10.  1877 
Nov.    24,  1869 
Nov.    15,  1858 
Nov.   24,  1876 
June  27,  1877 
April  21,  1876 
May    22, 1*77 
Jan.    26,  L876 
Auir.    11,  1876 
Sept.   18,  1877 

20 
3 
3 

15 
Life 
3 
2 
3 
7 
3 
3 
4 

"6 

"6 
6 

"6 
6 
6 

Oct.       9, 1877 
Dec.       7,  1877 
Feb.      10,  1S78 
Feb.      13,  1878 
March  25,  1878 
April    21,  1S78 
May      12, 18W 
June      7,  1878 
Julv      11,1878 
Julv      21,18j| 
Sept.    25, 1« 
June     16,  1S7& 

j 

James  Flaherty 

Thomas  W.  Dunn 

New  York 

Francis  L. Schepnous 

Ulster  

Dennis  Tannier 

Columbia 

Michael  O'Brien 

Albany 

Thomas  Whipple 

Robert  Williams 

New  York 

William  Cramer 

John  Faulkner 

New  York 

New  York 

Clinton  Prison. 
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TABLE  No.  17. 

Convicts  who  have  been  transferred  to  Asylum. 


NAMES. 

County  where 
convicted. 

Date  of 
conviction. 

Term. 

Date  of 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

transfer. 

New  York 

April  22,  1874 
May     4,1876 
Mar.   29,  1877 
Dec.    15,  1875 
Aug.     8,  1876 

20 
20 

7 
15 

3 

Dec.     12, 1877 

Dec.     12,  1877 

Martin  Hoernlcin  

April      4,  1878 
April      4,  1878 
April      4,  1878 

New  York 

New  York 

TABLE  No.  18. 

Name  of  convict  discharged  by  order  of  court. 


NAME. 

County  where 
convicted. 

Date  of 

conviction. 

Term. 

Date  of 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

discharge. 

New  York 

April  27,  1877 

10 

.... 

Nov.     12, 1877 

TABLE  No.  19. 

Names  of  convicts  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence. 


NAMES. 

County  where 
convicted. 

Date  of 
conviction. 

TJBRM. 

Date  of 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

discharge. 

John  Starr 

Jan.      8,  1877 
Sept.   10,  1874 
Sept.  10, 1874 
Mav    21,  1870 
Aug.     9,  1876 
Aug.     9,  1876 
June  20, 1874 

1 
3 
3 
8 
2 
2 
1 

"e 

6 

Jan.       7,  1878 

New  York 

March   9,  187* 

March    9,  1878 

Mav      20,  1878 
Aug.       8,  1878 
Aug.       8,  1878 
.Aug        8, 1878 

*  Escaped  after  serving  a  portion  of  his  time;  was  arrested  on  another  charge  and  under 
another  name;  served  that  sentence,  and  was  then  held  and  compelled  to  serve  the  remainder 
of  first  sentence. 
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TABLE  No.  20. 
Convicts  who  have  been  transferred  to  Sing  Sing. 


NAMES. 


County  where 
convicted. 


Date  of 
conviction. 


Term. 


Yrs.    Mos. 


Date  of 
transfer. 


John  Burns 

Michael  Burke 

Alfred  Calhoun 

John  Callahan  

Edward  Conway 

William  Barclay 

Barney  DufTey 

John  Fisher,  alias  John  Shaver 

John  Guy 

Francis  Gillen 

George  Houghton 

John  Jones 

William  Kane 

John  Kane 

Michael  Mulligan 

Arthur  Mellon 

Joshua  McFadden 

Thomas  McCarthy 

Samuel  Orr 

George  Poxley 

W.  S.  Scott 

Edward  Shannon 

Louis  St.  Denis 

Thomas  Henry , 

James  Welch 

William  Ward 

Morgan  Winters 

William  Williams 

James  Graham 

Charles  Brown 


Greene  

Washintgon. . 
Rensselaer  .. . 
Si.  Lawrence 

New  York 

New  York 

Essex , 

Albany 

St.  Lawrence 
New  York  . ., 
Montgomery 

Kings 

St.  Lawrence 
St.  Lawrence 
St.  Lawrence 

Queens 

Queens , 

Greene 

St.  Lawrence 
Westchester  . 

Saratoga  

New  York 

Clinton 

Clinton 

Saratoga 

St.  Lawrence. 

Saratoga  

St.  Lawrence 
Washington.  , 
Clinton 


Oct. 
July 
May 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Aug. 

Jan. 

Sepc. 

Dec. 

July 

June 

Julv 

Dec. 

April 

April 

Aug. 

Aug. 

April 

June 

Sept.  ' 

Julv 

Oct". 

Nov. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Sept 

March 

Dec. 

March 

Feb. 


23,  1874 
17,  1877 

23,  1877 

4,  1875 
14,  1875 

<i,  1876 
1!).  1876 
•2-2,  1877 

5,  1876 

2,  isy:; 
19,  1876 

24,  1874 
5,  1876 

5,  1876 

8,  1876 
7,  1876 

7,  1876 

9,  1877 

6,  1876 

14,  1875 
12,  1876 
t2,  1874 

21,  1876 

15,  1877 
20, 1S74 

3,  1875 

22,  1877 

8,  1876 
3,  1877 

11,  1874 


16 
3 
6 
7 

20 
5 

10 

3 

7 

Life 

11 

17 
6 
5 
5 

10 

10 
4 
3 

15 
5 
8 

10 
4 
5 
5 

15 
5 
7 

20 


.  Oct. 
6  Oct. 
.  I  Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

(Jet. 

Oct. 


1877 
1877 
1877 
1877 
1877 
1877 
1-77 
1877 
1877 
1877 
1877 
1877 
1877 
J -77 
1>77 
1877 
1877 
1S77 
1877 
J  877 
1877 
1S77 
1877 
1877 
1877 
1-77 
1877 
1877 
1877 
1877 
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PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 

Hon.  L.  D.  Pilsbury, 

Superintendent  of  State  Prisons  : 

Sir — The  undersigned,  upon  the  resignation  of  E.  D.  Ferguson,  M. 
D.,  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  of  physician  to  Clinton  prison 
on  the  first  of  June,  1878. 

The  following  annual  report,  made  up  from  the  records  of  the  hospital, 
and  from  the  personal  knowledge  of  the  undersigned,  from  the  date  last 
mentioned,  is  respectfully  submitted : 

The  daily  average  number  in  prison  for  past  year  was 615 

The  total  cost  of  drugs,  medicines  and  apparatus  for  hospital 

and  dispensary  was $545  92 

The  number  of  applications  for  medical  and  surgical  treatment 

was  . 6,982 

The  daily  average  number  of  applications 19.01. 

The  number  of  prescriptions  made  and  filled  was 6,107. 

The  daily  average  number  of  prescriptions  filled 1,660 

The  number  of  days'  labor  exempted  on  physician's  certificate,  213 

The  number  admitted  as  patients  to  the  hospital 106 

The  daily  average  in  hospital 33.9 

The  number  of  deaths 12 

The  number  of  insane  transported  to  the  State  asylum  at  Auburn,  5 


Exhibit  No.  1  gives  the  names,  dates,  causes  of  death,  and  other 
data  connected  therewith. 

Exhibit  No.  2  gives  the  names,  apparent  form  of  disease,  and  other 
data  connected  with  this  cl.i- 

The  following  brief  medical  observations  may  perhaps  be  permitted 
in  conclusion  of  this  report. 

First.  That  there  has  been  a  remarkable  exemption  in  this  prison, 
dining  the  past  year,  from  all  acute  epidemic  or  zymotic  diseases. 

Second.  That  owing  to  the  policy  governing  the  transfers  to  and  from 
this  prison,  as  indicated  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  superintendent, 
a  large  proportion  of  the  inmates  here  are  found  laboring  under  chronic 
disabilities  and  diseases'.  In  time,  however,  these  disabilities,  so  far  as 
it  is  physically  possible,  seem  to  lessen,  and  the  progress  of  the  diseases 
to  be  arrested.  Especially  does  this  seem  true  in  cases  of  chronic  pul- 
monary disease. 

The  causes  of  such  results  lie,  doubtless,  in  the  elevated  location,  the 
good  drainage,  the  pure  air  surrounding  and  permeating  the  prison,  the 

fenerous  diet  allowed,  and  the  judicious  employment  of  those  confined 
ere. 

JOHN  V.  LANSING,  M.  D., 

Physician  to  ( 'Union  Prison. 

NTON  PRI80N,  D  \NM.MOUA,  N.  Y.,  ) 

October  1,  ls7s.  / 
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CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 

Clinton  Prison,  Dannemora,  N.  Y.,  ) 
September  30,  1878.  j 

To  the  Hon.  L.  D.  Pilsbury,  Sup't,  etc. : 

Dear  Sir — I  have  nothing  to  report  in  detail.  I  have  only  to  say- 
that  during  the  past  year  the  public  services  in  the  chapel  have  been 
conducted  as  usual.  The  sick  in  the  hospital  have  been  ministered  to 
according  to  the  best  of  my  ability ;  and  the  cells  have  been  visited  from 
time  to  time  as  occasion  demanded  and  opportunity  offered. 

At  the  public  services,  the  behavior  of  the  men  continues  to  be  what 
it  always  has  been,  in  the  highest  degree  commendable  and  satisfactory. 
The  choir  has  been  reorganized  lately,  and  its  members  deserve  special 
mention  for  the  hearty  zeal  and  interest  they  manifest  in  the  important 
share  which  falls  to  them  in  the  celebration  of  divine  service. 

Altogether,  in  both  public  and  private  ministrations,  there  is  much 
to  encourage  effort,  notwithstanding  the  peculiar  difficulties  inherent  in 
the  office  of  spiritual  adviser  in  an  institution  like  this. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  W.  McILWAINE,  Chaplain. 


NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
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AUBURN,    N.    Y.f 


For  the  Year  ending  September  30,  1878. 
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MANAGER: 
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Superintendent  op  State  Prisons,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
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NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsburt, 

Superintendent  of  State  Prisons  : 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  asylum,  the 
following  report  of  its  condition  and  operations  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1878,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  movements  of  the  population  of  the  asylum  during  the  year  were 
as  follows : 

Men.  Women.  Total. 

Number  of  patients  present  October  1,  1877 90  14  104 

Admitted  during  the  year 42  2  44 

"Whole  number  treated 132  16  148 

Discharged  during  the  year 25  4  29 

Remaining  September  30,  1878 J07  _12  119 

Daily  average  under  treatment,  1133 . 

Condition  of  those  discharged. 

Men.  Women.  Total. 

Recovered 6  ...  6 

Improved 4  ...  4 

Unimproved 6  4  10 

Not  insane 6  ...  b' 

Died  3  ...  3 

Total 25  4  29 


Of  those  admitted  during  the  year,  seventeen  were  from  Auburn 
prison,  ten  were  from  Sing  Sing  prison,  five  were  from  Clinton  prison, 
four  were  from  the  Albany  penitentiary,  four  were  from  the  Kings 
County  penitentiary,  one  was  from  the  State  reformatory,  and  three 
(unconvicted)  were  received  from  county  jails  on  orders  from  the  courts. 

Of  those  discharged  recovered,  four  were  returned  to  prison  and  two 
were  liberated  after  expiration  of  sentence.  Of  those  discharged 
improved,  one  was  transferred  to  the  custody  of  county  authorities 
after  expiration  of  sentence,  one  was  pardoned,  and  two  eloped.  Of 
those  discharged  unimproved,  eight,  whose  terms  of  sentence  had 
expired,  were  transferred  to  the  custody  of  county  authorities,  one 
eloped,  and  one  was  removed  by  friends  after  his  sentence  expired. 
Of  those  discharged  as  not  insane,  five  were  returned  to  prison,  and  one 
eloped.  Of  those  who  died,  one  was  in  the  last  stage  of  pulmonary  con- 
sumption when  admitted,  and  died  six  days  subsequently ;  one  died  of 
chronic  disease  of  the  heart,  liver  and  kidneys,  after  a  residence  of 
nearly  six  years  in  the  asylum,  and  the  third  died  of  pulmonary  con- 
sumption four  months  after  admission.  The  death  rate,  on  the  whole 
number  treated,  during  the  year  was  but  a  fraction  above  tioo  per  cent, 
and  on  the  daily  average  number  present  it  was  a  trifle  above  two  and 
one-half  per  cent.     This  low  rate  of  mortality  is  rendered  more  satisfac- 
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tory  by  the  fact  that  in  each  instance  death  was  caused  by  chronic, 
incurable  affections.  If  the  percentage  of  deaths  occurring  in  a  hospital 
for  the  insane  affords,  other  things  being  equal,  any  indications  of  its 
sanitary  condition,  this  one  may  justly  be  considered  as  not  below  the 
standard  of  excellency  in  that  respect. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  the  institution  for  the  period  covered  by 
this  report,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  the  freedom  from  diseases  caused  by 
atmospheric  impurities  as  well  as  from  those  of  an  epidemic  or  conta- 
gious character.  And  when  it  is  remembered  that  among  the  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  patients  in  the  asylum,  to-day,  there  are  thirty-nine 
who  have  committed  homicide,  some  of  them  more  than  once,  and  the 
most  of  whom  are  still  homicidal ;  seventeen  who  have  attempted  homi- 
cide ;  seven  who  have  committed  arson ;  six  who  have  committed  high- 
way robbery;  four  who  have  committed  rape;  twenty-one  who  have 
committed  other  criminal  acts,  but  are  regarded  as  homicidal,  and  six 
who  are  regarded  as  suicidal,  there  is  reason  to  be  truly  thankful  that 
the  end  of  the  year  has  been  reached  without  occasion  to  record  a  single 
instance  of  fatal  or  serious  accident  of  the  kind  to  which  all  asylums,  and 
particularly  those  for  the  criminal  insane,  are  liable. 

It  will  be  observed,  by  comparing  the  admissions  with  the  discharges, 
that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  fifteen  in  the  number  of  patients 
during  the  year.  That  the  population  of  the  asylum  will  continue  to 
increase  from  year  to  year  may,  I  think,  safely  be  predicted  upon 
grounds  irrespective  of  the  question  of  the  alleged  increase  in  the  ratios 
of  insanity  and  crime.  The  causes  which  are  silently  operating  to 
insure  the  fulfilment  of  this  prediction  are  to  be  found  in  the  steady 
growth  of  the  population  of  the  State,  resulting,  in  part,  from  the 
increase  of  the  native  population,  but  more  largely  from  the  numerous 
waves  of  immigration  that  annually  reach  our  shores,  and  among  which 
is  found  a  not  inconsiderable  proportion  of  morally  and  mentally  defec- 
tive individuals  who,  from  inclination  or  other  influences,  remain  within 
the  borders  of  the  State.  The  records  of  this  asylum  show  that  more 
than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  patients  admitted  since  its  opening*  have  been 
of  foreign  birth.  This  fact  confirms  the  conclusions  from  observations 
made  in  other  quarters,  namely,  that  the  great  State  of  New  York  serves 
as  a  sort  of  filter  through  which  the  tide  of  immigration  to  this  country 
largely  flows,  leaving  behind,  as  dregs,  its  social  refuse,  from  which  at 
least  half  of  the  inmates  of  our  penal  and  eleemosynary  institutions  are 
derived,  while  many  of  the  better  class  of  immigrants  succeed  in  reach- 
ing more  distant  parts  of  the  country  and  become  good  and  useful  citi- 
zens, as  also  do  those  of  the  same  class  who  settle  in  our  own  State. 
Then,  too,  the  wider  diffusion  of  knowledge  respecting  the  early  and 
obscure  indications  of  mental  disease,  which  is  now  taking  place,  leads 
to  a  recognition  of  its  existence  in  certain  cases  where  formerly  it  would 
almost  surely  have  been  overlooked ;  hence,  acquittals  on  the  ground  of 
irresponsibility,  by  reason  of  mental  disease,  are  not  improperly  becom- 
ing more  and  more  frequent ;  and  as  a  result  of  this  we  have  a  right  to 
expect  that  in  futuie  the  number  of  patients  sent  here  directly  from 
the  courts  will  be  greater  than  heretofore  ;  while  the  number  transferred 
to  the  asylum  from  the  various  penal  institutions  in  the  State  must 
advance  in  proportion  to  the  increase  in  the  population  of  those  insti- 
tutions. 

*  February  2d,  1859. 
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TABLE  No.  1, 

Showing  the  general  statistics  of  the  asylum  from  its  opening,  February  2, 

1859,  to  October  1,  1878. 

Total  number  admitted 492 

Total  number  discharged 373 

Total  number  discharged  recovered 123 

Total  number  discharged  improved 61 

Total  number  discharged  unimproved * 

Total  number  discharged  not  insane 36 

Total  number  died. 57 

Total  number  discharged  (prior  to  April,  1876),  dates  and  condition  not  recorded,  6 


TABLE  No.  2, 

Showing  the  ages  of  those  admitted  and  of  those  discharged,  recovered,  since  the 
opening  of  the  asylum,  February  2,  1859. 


TEARS. 


From  ten  to  twenty — 
From  twenty  to  thirty. 
From  thirty  to  forty. . . 

From  forty* to  fifty 

From  fifty  to  sixty 

From  sixty  to  seventy. 
From  seventy  to  eighty 
From  eighty  to  ninety. 
Unascertained  

Grand  total 


Admitted 

. 

Discharged  recovered. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

22 

2 

24 

3 

S 

224 

15 

239 

67 

4 

71 

112 

6 

118 

23 

1 

24 

55 

4 

59 

13 

13 

28 

1 

29 

4 

4 

8 

8 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 

13 

6 

6 

464 

28 

492 

118 

5 

123 

TABLE  No.  3, 

Showing  the  civil  condition  of  those  admitted  during  the  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1878,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  February  2,  1859. 


During  the  Tear. 

Since  the  Opening. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Married 

15 
27 

2 

15 
29 

134 
306 

24 

12 

13 

3 

146 

Single 

319 

27 

Total 

42 

2 

44 

464 

28 

492 
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TABLE  No.  4, 

Showing  the  nativity  of  those  admitted  during  the  year  ending  /September  30, 
1878,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  February  2,  1859. 


During  the  Year. 


New  York. 
Ireland  . . . 

Canada 

Maryland  . 
Scotland  . . 

Ohio 

Germany.. 
Austria  . . . 
Prussia  . . . 
Saxon v 


23 
5 
1 
2 


Louisiana 

Chma 

Pennsylvania  . . 
South  Carolina. 

England 

Unascertained . 


Total 44 


Since  the  Opening. 


New  York 202 

Pennsylvania 8 

Massachusetts 4 

Connecticut 3 

New  Jersey 3 

Maryland  .' 4 

Georgia 2 

Illinois I 

Ohio 2 

Louisiana 2 

Virginia  1 

New  Hampshire 1 

District  of  Columbia 2 

South  Carolina 1 

Canada  20 

Cuba 2 

Ireland 114 

England  / 22 

Scotland 2 

British  India 1 

Germany 57 

Switzerland. 4 

Bohemia 1 

Sweden 1 

France 3 

Italy 3 

Spain 3 

Sicily 1 

Denmark 1 

Austria 2    i 

Prussia  I 

Saxony s I 

Belgium 1 

Turkey I 

China % 2 

Vermont 3 

Unascertained 10 

Total 492 


TABLE  No.  5, 

Showing  the  habits  of  life  of  those  admitted  during  the  yeax  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1878,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  Feb.  2,  1859. 


HABITS. 

During  the  Year. 

Since 

the  Opening. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Temperate 

7 

25 

9 

1 

2 

7 

27 

9 

1 

92 
212 
107 

53 

8 

13 

3 

4 

100 

225 

110 

57 

42 

2 

44 

464 

28 

492 
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TABLE  No.  6, 

Showing  the  degree  of  education  of  those  admitted  during  the  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1878,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  Feb.  2,  1859. 


During   |  Since  the 
the  year.  |  opening. 


Classical 

Academic 

Common  school 
Read  and  write 

Read  only 

No  education .  . . 


1 
3 
14 
15 
3 
8 


44 


4 

4 

104 

226 

29 

125 


492 


TABLE  No.  7, 


Showing  the  occupations  of  those  admitted  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum, 

February  2,  1859. 

Architect 1 

Agent 1 

Box  makers 2 


Blacksmiths 9 

Book-keepers 7 

Barbers  

Broom  makers 

Bakers 

Baggageman  : 

Bar-keeper 

Boatman   

Brush  maker 

Butchers 

Carmen 


o 

1 

5 

: 1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

Carpenters   ...  18 

Clerks 

Coachmen 

Confectioner 

Commission  merchant 

Cooks  

Cabinet  makers 

Coopers  3 

Copyist 1 

Cigar  makers 4 

Dentist 1 

Drover 1 

Engineers 3 

Farmers 42 

File  maker 1 

Finishers 2 

Gardeners 2 

Hatters 3 

"  Homceopal  hie  physician  " 1 

House-keepers 8 

Harness  maker 
Iron  moulders 

Jewelers 

ksmith 


1 
8 

2 
1 
Laborers 83 


Lutheran  clergy man(?) . 

Merchants 

Messengei 

Machinists 

Masons 

Miner 

Miller 

Peddlers 

Pump  maker 

Porters 


1 

3 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Painters 13 

Piano  maker 1 

Prostitutes 2 

Printers .3 

Plumbers 3 

Rum  seller 1 

Real  estate  agent 1 

School  teacher  1 

Soldiers   4 

Seamstresses 3 

Saab  and  blind  maker 1 

Shoemakers   24 

Stonecutters 5 

Servants  3 

Sailors 16 

Tailors 19 

Tinsmiths 4 

Tanner 1 

Teamsters 5 

Telegrapher  

Waiters 

Weaver   

Wire  worker 

Watchman 

No  occupation  7 

Unknown 33 


Total 492 
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TABLE  No.  8, 

/Showing  crimes  committed  by  those  admitted  during  the  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1878,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  Asylum,  February  2,  1859. 


During  the  Year. 

Since  the  Opening. 

CRIMES. 

Convicts. 

Uncon- 
victed. 

Convicts. 

Uncon- 
victed. 

6 

2 

1 

17 

3 

2 
1 

1 
2 

1 
1 

2 

1 
1 

2 
1 

100 

18 

7 

112 

7 

27 

6 

3 

1 

21 

9 

1 

3 

10 

3 

2 

1 

15 

26 

3 

1 

2 

1 

20 

1 

26 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Arson,  attempt  at 

1 

1 

30 

Murder,  attempt  at 

8 

Murder,  2d  degree 

Seduction 

1 

Total 

41 

3 

443 

49 
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TABLE  No.  9, 

Shmoing  length  of  sentence  of  those  admitted  during  the  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1878,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  Asylum,  February  2,  1859. 


SENTENCES. 


One  hundred  and  eighty  days 

Ten  month* ."....". 

One  year  and  upwards 

Two 'years  and  upwards 

Three  year.--  and  upwards 

Four  year-  and  upwards 

Five  year*  and  upwards 

Six  year*  and  upwards 

Seven  year.-  and  upwards 

Eight  year-  and  upwards 

Nine  years  and  upwards 

Ten  years  and  upwards 

Twelve  years  and  upwards 

Thirteen"  years  and  upwards 

Fourteen  years  and  upwards 

Fifteen  year-  and  upwards 

Seventeen  ye.ir.s  and  upwards 

Twenty  vears  and  upwards 

Twenty-five  year.-  and  upwards 

Twenty-seven  \  ear-  and  upwards 

Lite 

Death 

Unconvicted 

Total 


During  the 
year. 


44 


Since  the 
opening. 


1 

1 

15 

95 
43 
48 


20 
4 

5 

44 

6 

1 

3 

15 

3 

lit 
2 
1 

25 
4 

47 


492 


TABLE  No.  10, 

Showing  the  alleged  duration  of  insanity,  previous  to  admissioti,  in  those 
admitted  (luring  the  year  ending  September  30,  1878,  and  since  September 
30,  1875. 


During  the  Yeah. 

Since  September  30, 1875. 

Men. 

Women.  1    Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

2 

1 
2 

7 
1 
2 

o 

4 
2 
3 
1 

1 
2 

4 

8 

2 

2 
1 
2 
7 
1 
2 

2 
4 
2 
3 
1 
1 
2 

4 

10 

1 
3 
2 
4 
8 
2 
3 
1 
2 
4 
2 
3 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

11 
53 

1 

1 
8 

1 
1 
3 
2 

Three  weeks 

4 
8 
2 
3 
1 
2 
4 
2 
3 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
12 
61 

Five  months 

Six  in  nil  i  hs 

Ei^'ht  months 

42 

2 

44 

107 

10 

117 

86 
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TABLE  No.  11, 

Showing  the  form   of  mental  disorder  in   those  admitted  during  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1878,  and  since  September  30,  1875. 


During  the  Year. 

Since  September  30, 1875. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

7 

3 

11 

1 

9 
1 
1 
3 
2 

4 

1 
1 

7 

3 

12 

1 

9 
1 
1 
3 
3 

4 

17 

6 

26 
4 
4 

17 
1 
2 

11 
7 
1 

11 

1 

3 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

18 

i> 

29 

5 

5 

18 
1 

3 

11 

Imbecile 

8 

] 

Not  insane 

12 

Total 

42 

2 

44 

107 

10 

117 

TABLE  No.  12, 

Showing  the  probable  exciting  causes  in  those  admitted  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1878,  and  since  September  30,  1875. 


During  the  Year. 

Since  Sept.  30 

,  1875. 

Men.     Women. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

3 

1 

"2 

10 

1 

4 

"a 

2 

2 

"9 
4 

1 
1 

4 

1 

"2 

10 

1 

4 

2 
3 

2 

"9 
4 

4 
5 
1 
1 
4 
22 
2 
8 

"i 

•4 

7 

2 

"  i 
33 
10 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
2 

5 

•           ** 
1 

1 
4 

24 
2 

8 

1 
1 
5 
8 
2 

1 

1 
36 

Ill-health 

12  | 

Total 

42 

2 

44 

107 

10 

117 
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TABLE  No.  13, 

Showing  the  cause  of  death  in  those  who  died  during  the  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1878,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  Asylum,  February  2,  1859. 


During  the  Year. 


Since  the  Opening. 


Men. 


"  Asthenia  ".   

Consumption 

Consumption    and   ulcer  of  stomach,   with 

softening  of  brain 

"  Convulsions  " ' 

"  Dian  haia  " 

Dementia 

iSpilepsj  

Exhaustion  from  chronic  mania 

Exhaustion  from  acute  mania 

"  General  debility  " I 

General  paralysis 

Gangrene  of  lung 

Heart  and  Bright's  disease— Cirrhosis 

'•Old  age" 

Suicide 

Softening  of  the  brain    

Thoracic  aneurism 

Tumor  of  the  brain 

Not  recorded 

Total 


Women. 


Total.     Men. 


Women.    Total. 


1 
17 


1 
1 
4 

a 

"i 

■i 
l 
l 
l 

3 
3 

"i 

13 


55 


1 
17 

1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
2 
1 
1 
•_> 

1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
1 
1 
13 


57 


TABLE  No.  14, 

Showing  the  products  of  garden,  etc. 


Apple? 232 

Asparagus 3 

Beans,  dwarf    23 

Beans,  pole 21 

Beet,  roots 110 

Cal >1  .a-re    700 

Carrots   100 

Celery 1,500 

Cherries 10 

67 

Cucumbers 19 

Currants 30 

1        us,  beet 

Grapes    9 

Lettuce 25 

Melons,  musk 290 

Meluns,  water 50 


bushels, 
bushels, 
•bushels, 
bushels, 
bushels, 
heads. 

bushels. 
banc 

bushels. 

bush 

bushels. 

quarts. 

bushels. 

bush 

bushels. 


Onions 

Onions,  tops 
Parsnips  . . . , 

Pea- , 

Pears 


Potatoes   

Pumpkins   

Radishes    

t'y    

Spinach 

Squash  

Strawberries 

Tomatoes 

Milk 

Pork,    killed   for 
asylum 


87 
25 
50 
12 
12 
180 
50 
2 

12 

9 

40 

328 

90 
750 


use 


of 


bushels, 
bushels, 
bushels, 
bushels, 
bushels, 
bushels. 

bushels. 

hushels. 

bushels. 

bushels. 

quarts. 

bushels. 

gallons. 


3,223  pounds. 
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TABLE  No.  16, 

Showing  the  total  average  yearly  cost  per  capita,  for  each  year  since  the  open- 
ing  of  the  asylum,  February  2,  1859. 


YEAR. 

Average  No. 

present  during 

the  year. 

Total  current 
expendi- 
tures. 

Total  cost 
per  capita. 

1859*  

271-73 

48£ 

62 

78§ 

80  1-10 

79  1-12 

72? 

70  1-5 

74  6-17 

77| 

79J 

78 

67  6-100 

84 

90  5-100 

95J 
105 
100* 

98* 
1183 

$16,387  07 
17,491  50 

14. 173  85 
12,674  01 
12,035  80 
13,942  07 
16,699  18 
15,937  15 
16,933  94 
17,876  61 
13,9:>4  92 
19,879  39 
19,332  66 

22.174  37 
32,351  08 
23,200  73 
25, 163  60 
29,511  23 
23,979  37 
23,027  30 

$606  61.5 

1860 

360  64  9 

1861 

228  61.0 

1862 

161  11.0 

1863 

150  25.9 

1864 

176  29.6 

1><5 

229  54  2 

1866 

227  02.4 

1867 

227  97.4 

1868 

230  14.6 

1889 

175  54.6 

1870 

254  86.4 

1871 

288  28  8 

1872 

2<>3  97.6 

1873 

248  24.0 

1874 

242  93  8 

1*75 

239  6")  3 

1876 

293  64.4 

1877 

243  44.5 

1878 

202  43.7 

Improvements  and  Repairs. 

During  the  year  the  following  improvements  have  been  made  :  The 
space  in  the  lower  story  of  the  extension,  in  the  rear  of  the  center  build- 
ing, which  was  once  a  bowling  alley,  but  long  since  abandoned  as  such, 
has  been  converted  into  seven  comfortable  rooms,  including  a  lava- 
tory, bath-room  and  water-closet,  for  the  use  of  employees  who  are  not 
occupied  on  the  wards.  Each  room  has  a  doorway,  with  transom  win- 
dow, opening  into  the  hall ;  is  supplied  with  gas,  and  provided  with  a 
steam  radiator  for  warming  in  winter. 

The  remnants  of  the  plaster  ceilings  in  the  basement  halls  of  the  old 
wings  have*  been  removed,  and  pine  ceilings  substituted  therefor. 

The  steam  pipes  leading  from  the  boiler-house  to  the  west  end  of  the 
new  wing,  as  well  as  those  beneath  the  rear  extension,  have  been  covered 
with  layers  of  felt  and  asbestos,  to  prevent  both  the  loss  of  heat  by  radi- 
ation and  the  condensation  of  steam  before  reaching  its  destination. 
This  affords  a  better  circulation  of  steam,  with  less  pressure,  and  a  con- 
siderable reduction  in  the  amount  of  fuel  consumed. 

The  flag-stone  floors  in  the  bedrooms  of  the  first  ward  have  been 
removed,  and  floors  of  well-seasoned,  hard  maple  laid  in  their  stead. 
This  supplies  a  want  that  must  have  been  experienced  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  asylum  ;  it  removes  the  gloomy,  cell-like  appearance  which 
these  rooms  have  heretofore  presented,  and  at  the  same  time  renders 
them  far  more  healthful  and  agreeable  to  their  occupants,  without  in 
any  way  compromising  their  security. 

A  small  airing-court,  or  play-ground,  with  a  stairway  by  which  it  can 
be  reached  from  the  first  ward,  and  in  which  there  are  several  fine  shade 

*  For  eleven  months  only. 
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trees,  has  been  provided  for  the  female  patients.  This,  with  the  airing- 
courT,  arranged  last  year  for  the  men,  supplies  facilities  for  out-door 
exercises  to  all  of  our  inmates.  During  the  past  summer  the  patients 
have,  almost  without  exception,  daily  (Sundays  excepted)  availed  them- 
selves of  the  privilege  thus  afforded,  leaving  the  wards  vacant  for  about 
seven  hours  each  day.  Of  course,  it  is  difficult  to  accurately  estimate 
the  value  of  the  saving  in  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  wards  by  their  being 
unoccupied  so  much  of  the  time  ;  but  I  venture  the  opinion  that  the 
amount  thus  saved,  in  the  matter  of  repairs  and  furniture  alone,  will 
more  than  compensate  for  the  cost  of  the  play-grounds  ;  while  the 
marked  improvement  observable,  both  in  the  condition  and  conduct  of 
our  patients,  since  the  play-grounds  have  been  in  operation,  furnishes 
positive  proof  of  their  value  as  adjuncts  in  the  treatment  of  the  insane. 

The  upper  (sixth)  ward  in  the  new  wing,  which  was  vacated  for 
repairs  at  the  time  of  my  last  report,  has  been  put  in  thorough  order. 
The  radiators  have  been  removed  from  the  niches  in  the  walls,  placed 
near  the  floor,  and  provided  with  neat,  inexpensive  and  very  durable 
screens,  made  by  one  of  the  patients.  The  bath-tubs  have  been  removed 
from  the  rooms  containing  the  water-closets,  etc.,  and  isolated,  so  that 
patients  have  access  to  them  only  when  bathing ;  new,  well-trapped 
water-closets  have  been  supplied,  and  so  arranged  that  the  traps,  water 
and  soil-pipes  are  concealed  from  view.  The  ceilings  of  the  entire  ward 
have  been  whitened  and  all  of  the  walls  painted  a  cheerful  color.  An 
experience  of  nearly  ten  years  in  public  hospitals  has  convinced  me  that 
paint  is  far  superior  to  whitewash  as  a  covering  for  interior  walls ;  it  is 
not  only  much  more  durable,  but  is  readily  cleansed,  and  does  not,  like 
whitewash,  absorb  atmospheric  impurities,  to  be  set  free  again  when  the 
point  of  saturation  is  reached.  The  strong-rooms  have  been  provided 
with  substantial  window  screens,  arranged  so  as  to  admit  both  air  and 
light.  Ventilators  kave  been  placed  in  the  corridor,  and  pictures  hung 
upon  its  walls.  The  lavatory  has  been  supplied  with  mirror  and  other 
necessary  toilet  articles ;  and  now  this  ward,  although  it  has  for  several 
months  been  occupied  by  our  most  disturbed  patients,  is  really  the  most 
pleasant  and  cheerful  of  all. 

The  work  of  completing  the  lower  ward  of  the  new  wing  is  being 
carried  along  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  will  permit,  and  we  hope  to 
have  it  ready  for  occupancy  during  the  coming  winter. 

The  front  entrance  to  the  center  building  has  been  greatly  improved 
by  the  removal  of  the  brick  arches  in  the  basement  area,  which  sup- 
ported the  steps  and  platform  of  the  porch,  and  which  ha*l  been  rendered 
both  unsightly  and  unsafe  by  years  of  exposure  to  the  action  of  rains 
and  frosts.  The  stone  platform  of  the  porch  has  been  extended  about 
three  and  a  half  feet  at  either  end,  from  which  extensions  the  walk 
leading  to  the  gate  is  reached  by  winding  courses  of  stone  steps  on 
either  side,  between  which,  and  continuous  with  the  flagstone  walk  from 
the  gate,  is  a  flight  of  twelve  stone  steps,  leading  down  under  the  porch 
to  the  front  door  of  the  basement.  The  side  walls  of  this  stairway  are 
also  of  cut  stone,  and,  being  much  thicker  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  where 
they  rest  on  a  stone  foundation  three  feet  in  depth,  form  the  sup- 
ports of  the  side  steps  and  platform  of  the  porch.  Through  these 
supports  are  passageways  leading  to  the  basement  areas.  The  areas 
have  been  repaved  with  the  flagstone  flooring  removed  from  the  bed- 
rooms of  the  first  ward,  the  walls  of  the  same  pointed,  their  copings 
reset,  and  the  iron  railings  around  them,  together  with  those  upon  the 
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porch,  readjusted  and  painted  to  conform  to  the  rest  of  the  structure. 
The  walk  between  the  porch  and  the  front  gate  has  been  widened  by 
the  addition  of  a  course  of  flagstones,  and  its  grade  reversed,  so  as  to 
carry  the  rainfall  away  from  the  building.  By  these  alterations  some 
hitherto  very  objectionable  features  of  the  center  building  have  been 
removed ;  and  the  front  entrance  now  presents  a  neat  and  substantial 
appearance,  quite  in  harmony  with  the  rest  of  the  exterior  front  portion 
of  the  building. 

Some  much  needed  alterations  and  repairs  have  also  been  made  to  the 
interior  of  the  center  building.  The  walls  and  wood-work  of  the  halls 
have  been  repainted,  and  some  of  the  floors  covered  anew.  The  oflices 
have  also  been  rearranged,  and  additions  made  to  their  furniture,  with 
a  view  to  greater  convenience  and  comfort  in  administration.  The  long 
hallway  leading  to  the  chapel  and  officers'  quarters  in  the  rear  extension 
has  been  rendered  much  less  gloomy  by  the  addition  of  a  sky-light, 
painting  the  walls,  and  laying  matting  upon  the  floor. 

The  system  adopted  in  1876,  of  recording  the  histories  of  patients  in 
case  books,  has  been  supplemented  by  the  introduction  of  forms,  on 
which  the  attendants  in  immediate  charge  of  the  patients  make,  by  a 
very  simple  method,  a  daily  record  of  each  individual  case.  These 
blanks  are  completed  at  the  end  of  each  month,  and  returned  to  the 
medical  office  to  be  inspected,  bound  and  filed  away  for  future  refer- 
ence. 

In  concluding  the  subject  of  improvements,  I  may  mention  the  addi- 
tion of  a  number  of  volumes,  both  medical  and  general,  to  the  library ; 
an  improvement  in  the  quality  and  variety  of  commissary  supplies  fur- 
nished, including  a  daily  ration  of  butter,  and  a  better  grade  of  clothing 
materials. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

The  earnings  of  the  asylum  for  the  fiscal  year  are  as  follows :  From 
counties,  for  maintenance  of  unconvicted  patients,  $8,71467;  from  the 
United   States,  for  maintenance   of  United   States   convii  ,009.46 

(being  the  proceeds  of  a  claim  which  has  existed  since  1872);  and  from 
"  sundry  sales,"  $105.25,  making  a  total  of  $13,829.38  :  all  of  which  has 
been  transmitted  to  the  Comptroller  for  deposit  in  the  State  treasury. 

The  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  current  expenses  for  the  year 
just  closed  was  824,000,  of  which  the  sum  of  $23,027.30  has  been 
expended,  leaving  a  balance  of  $972.70,  which  the  Comptroller  has 
applied  to  the  cancellation  of  a  deficit,  in  the  current  expense  account, 
incurred  prior  to  the  present  administration,  and  which  still  amounts  to 
$717.47.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  sum  of  the  current  expenses  for 
the  year  is  §952.07  less  than  for  the  preceding  twelve  months,  while  the 
average  number  of  patients  has  been  greater.  Of  the  amount  (86.225) 
of  "  special  appropriation'-  "  for  extraordinary  repairs  and  improvemei 
the  sum  of  $2,244.35  has  been  expended  up  to  the  present  time,  leaving 
a  balance  of  $8,980.65  still  on  hand. 

Recapitulation  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 

Total  amount  of  current  expenses $23,027  30 

Total  amount  of  earnings  received* 13, 829 

Net  cost  of  the  asylum  to  the  State  for  current  expenses...  9,107  02 
Total  amount  expended  on  account  of  special  appropriation,        2.24! 


All  earnings  ai  nrcr. 
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Requirements. 

The  stone  wall  in  front  of  the  asylum  needs  more  or  less  repairing  on 
either  side,  the  mortar  having  fallen  out  in  many  places,  particularly 
immediately  underneath  the  coping.  The  wagon  gateway  on  Wall 
street  is  too  narrow  and  should  be  widened,  as,  in  its  present  con- 
dition, wagons  carrying  hay  or  straw,  as  ordinarily  loaded,  cannot 
pass  through.  A  new  gate  is  also  required  at  that  entrance,  as  the 
present  one  is  insecure  from  decay  which  has  advanced  too  far  to  war- 
rant any  expenditure  for  repairs.  I  have  estimated  the  probable  cost, 
for  materials  and  labor,  of  pointing  the  wall,  enlarging  the  gateway, 
and  providing  anew  gate,  including  locks  and  bell,  at  $250,  and  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  that  sum  be  made  for 
the  purpose. 

In  view  of  the  danger  of  conflagration  to  which  all  asylums,  and  par- 
ticularly this  one,  are  exposed,  on  account  of  the  presence  of  a  certain 
number  of  inmates  who  are  inclined  to  commit  incendiarism,  I  deem  it 
my  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  inadequate  means  of  exit  from  the 
women's  ward,  should  a  fire  occur  in  the  vicinity  of  the  only  entrance  to 
it,  which  is,  as  you  are  aware,  directly  from  the  center  building.  If  a 
serious  fire  should  originate  at  or  near  the  doorway,  either  in  the  ward 
or  center  building,  I  fear  the  most  dreadful  consequences  would  result 
from  inability  to  remove  the  occupants ;  hence,  I  feel  that  I  cannot  too 
strongly  urge  the  early  erection  of  an  additional  stairway,  by  which 
not  only  the  second  ward,  but  the  entire  east  wing,  could  be  rapidly 
vacated  in  case  of  emergency.  The  stairway  should  extend  from  base- 
ment to  attic,  outside  of  the  ward ;  should  be  permanent  in  character, 
and  so  constructed  as  to  serve  the  double  purpose  of  a  fire-escape  and  a 
means  of  entrance  and  exit  for  the  general  use  of  the  occupants  of  the 
wards  of  that  wing.  By  locating  it  in  the  angle  formed  by  the  junction 
of  the  rear  wall  of  that  wing  with  the  center  building,  the  cost  of  con- 
struction would  be  comparatively  small,  as  it  would  require  the  erection 
of  but  two  walls,  twelve  feet  in  length,  to  form  the  inclosure  for  the 
stairs.  The  walls  should  be  of  brick,  with  stone  trimmings,  to  harmon- 
ize with  the  adjacent  structure.  The  entire  cost  of  such  an  addition, 
including  guarded  staircases,  with  a  landing,  door  and  grated  window 
for  each  story,  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  exceed  §900. 

The  outside  stairway,  leading  from  the  wards  of  the  new  wing  to  the 
kitchen  and  attendants'  dining-room,  should  be  inclosed  to  protect  it, 
and  those  who  must  use  it  many  times  daily,  from  the*-  vicissitudes  of 
the  weather.  I  think  a  suitable  wooden  inclosure,  with  a  metallic  roof, 
could  be  erected  for  §300. 

The  room  at  present  occupied  as  a  dispensary  is  much  larger  than  is 
necessary,  besides  being  inconveniently  located,  badly  arranged,  and 
markedly  deficient  in  the  essential  medical  and  surgical  instruments 
and  appliances.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  its  removal  to  the 
vacant  room  situated  directly  opposite  the  medical  office,  and,  also,  that 
it  be  properly  equipped.     To  do  this  about  $850  will  be  required. 

The  laundry  requires  a  new  floor,  and,  believing  that  flag-stone  is  the 
most  suitable  and  economical  material  for  that  purpose,  I  would  recom- 
mend that  the  sum  of  §850  be  appropriated  to  purchase  and  lay  it. 

I  should  regard  it  as  a  dereliction  of  duty  if  I  omitted  in  this  connec- 
tion to  reiterate,  with  still  greater  emphasis  respecting  its  importance, 
the  following  recommendation  contained  in  my  last  report : 
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"  In  view  of  the  fact  that  before  the  next  appropriation  for  general  sup- 
port goes  into  effect  we  shall  have  two  additional  wards  to  provide  for, 
I  feel  compelled  to  suggest  that  the  amount  of  such  appropriation  be 
fixed  at  $26,000,  instead  of  $24,000,  as  heretofore.  The  opening  of  two 
new  wards  will  necessitate  an  increase  of  at  least  three,  and  probably 
four,  in  the  corps  of  attendants ;  this,  in  addition  to  the  larger  amount 
of  supplies  which  will  be  required  by  an  increased  population,  will 
undoubtedly  render  necessary  the  entire  amount  asked  for." 

The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  foregoing  recommendations, 
with  the  amount  regarded  as  necessary  to  cany  them  out  set  opposite 
the  several  items : 

For  pointing  front  wall,  enlarging  gateway  and  building 

gate $250  00 

For  outside  stairway  and  fire-escape,  east  wing 900  00 

For  inclosing  outside  stairway,  west  wing 300  00 

For  removing  and  refitting  dispensary 200  00 

For  medical  and  surgical  instruments 150  00 

For  flag-stone  floor  and  gutters  in  laundry 350  00 

For  library  books  and  rebinding  books 100  00 

Total  required  for  extraordinary  repairs  and  improve- 
ments        $2,250  00 

For  general  support,  including  salaries 26 ,  000  00 

Total  required  for  all  purposes $28,250  00 

Acknowledgments. 

Religious  services  have  been  held  in  the  chapel,  as  usual,  by  our  excel- 
lent chaplain,  the  Rev.  William  Searls,  whose  interesting  discourses  are 
always  enjoyed  by  the  patients.  We  are  also  indebted  to  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Stacey,  of  Auburn,  for  conducting  the  chapel  services  on  several 
occasions  when  the  regular  chaplain  was  absent;  and  to  the  Misses 
Stacey,  for  occasionally  assisting  in  the  singing,  as  well  as  to  Miss  Nelly 
Sloan,  for  playing  the  organ,  during  chapel  services  throughout  a  greater 
portion  of  the  year. 

The  Rev.  Father  Mulhern,  of  Auburn,  and  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph, 
have  again  placed  us  under  obligations  for  faithful  attention  to  the  spir- 
itual needs  of  our  Catholic  patients. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  to  me  that  the  list  of  individuals  to  whom  we 
are  permitted  to  express  gratitude  on  behalf  of  our  patients,  for  kindly 
manifesting  an  interest  in  their  comfort  and  welfare  by  occasional  con- 
tributions of  miscellaneous  reading  matter,  pictures  and  the  like,  still 
continues  to  be  so  limited.  Unlike  most  of  the  other  asylums,  we  have 
no  acknowledgments  to  make  for  concerts,  readings,  lectures,  or  other 
entertainments,  nor  for  the  regular,  gratuitous  supply,  from  the  publish- 
ers, of  a  newspaper  or  publication  of  any  kind. 

Our  best  thanks  are  due  to  the  following  benevolent  persons  for  the 
contributions  mentioned  in  connection  with  their  names  :  K.  Vail,  Esq., 
of  Auburn,  several  unbound  volumes  of  "  The  Galaxy ;"  Thomas  Cam- 
eron, Esq.,  of  Auburn,  a  picture  of  Robert  Burns,  and  several  bundles 
of  "  The  Scotsman;"  W.  A  Baker,  Esq.,  of  Auburn,  two  volumes  (un- 
1m Mind)  of  "  Harper's  Monthly  Magazine  ;"  Messrs.  Kerr  and  Devitt, 
also  Wm.  J.  Sutton,  Esq.,  of  Auburn,  several   picture   frames  for   the 
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wards ;    and  to  Miss  J.  L.  Hardy  for  a  supply  of   ice  cream  for  the 
patients. 

In  June  last  Dr.  W.  A.  Gorton  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  assist- 
ant physician,  previously  held  by  Dr.  John  Gerin,  who  returned  to  the 
general  practice  of  his  profession.  Dr.  Gorton's  appointment  promises 
to  be  a  satisfactory  one  to  the  asylum. 

Mr.  John  Grant,  the  efficient  ward  supervisor,  and  also  the  other 
employees  on  duty  at  the  present  time,  are  justly  entitled  to  commenda- 
tion for  faithfully  discharging  their  respective  duties. 

Visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  during  the  year  by  the  Hon. 
John  Ordronaux,  State  Commissioner  in  Lunacy,  and  other  State  officials, 
including  yourself. 

In  closing  this,  my  third  annual  report  of  this  asylum,  I  beg  leave  to 
acknowledge  my  obligations  to  yourself  for  a  continuance  of  the  consid- 
eration and  support,  as  well  as  the  assurances  of  confidence,  which  I 
have  received  at  your  hands  from  the  beginning  of  our  official  acquaint- 
ance. 

CARLOS  F.  MACDONALD,  M.  D., 

Superintendent. 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  October  1st,  1878. 


CHAPLAIN'S    REPORT. 

To  the  Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury,  Superintendent  of  State  Prisons  : 

Dear  Sir  —  I  beg  leave  to  report  to  you  the  religious  services  I  hold 
each  Sabbath  in  this  institution. 

We  gather  in  the  chapel  at  two  o'clock, p.m.,  and  conduct  our  services 
after  the  usual  order  of  religious  meetings.  The  exercises  are  brief  and 
simple,  consisting  of  singing,  reading  the  Scriptures,  and  prayer,  fol- 
lowed by  an  address  founded  on  the  lessons.  The  address  is  usually 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes  in  length.  The  best  of  order  is  preserved 
among  the  patients. 

The  worthy  superintendent,  Dr.  MacDonald,  with  his  assistant  and 
several  of  the  attendants,  are  present.  The  services  seem  to  have  a  good 
influence  on  the  minds  of  the  patients  who  take  part  in  the  singing,  and 
really  enjoy  it. 

The  rare  qualifications  of  Dr.  MacDonald  for  his  position  are  fully 
evidenced  in  every  department  of  the  institution.  His  discipline,  care- 
fully and  kindly  administered,  is  most  effective.  The  cheerful  grounds, 
the  well-kept  buildings,  as  well  as  the  administration  of  its  affairs,  ren- 
der the  institution  humane,  and  worthy  of  the  Empire  State. 

Most  truly,        WM.  SEARLS, 
Auburn,  October  1st,  1878.  Chaplain. 


STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 


No.  21. 


IN    ASSEMBLY, 

January  13,  1880. 


ANNUAL  KEPOKT 


OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT   OF  STATE   PRISONS  FOR 
THE  YEAR  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  30,  1879. 

To  the  Legislature  : 

In  compliance  with  law,  I  herewith  submit  to  the  Legisla- 
ture my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 

1879. 

Very  respectfully, 

LOUIS  D.  PILSBURY, 

Superintendent. 


[Assem.  Doc.  No.  21.] 


